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LETTER PROM DR. MACGOWAN. ' 
Journey to Shanghai through the interior. Trouble among the Romanists. 
Ningpo, July 10, 1852.— 1 am happy | Allusion has been made in previous 


to state that her residence of several | letters to the tactics employed by Rome 
in proselyting in this part of China, to 
the violence and fraud resorted to in 
various ways, particularly in seizing 
pagan temples at Chusan and converting 
them into mass-houses.* These pro- 


months at Shanghai has been favorable 
to the health of my dear wife, whose 
absence from home, notwithstanding her 
feeble health, was severely felt, and 
proved a detriment to me in my work. 


ceedings might have gone on without in- 
terruption, until the whole of that fine 
island would have come under the do- 
minion of the man of sin, but for one 
overt act. The people had endured 
many outrages without resistance, and 
began to think they had no other resource 
than to join the rising sect in a mass, 

A desire to see more of China, and to when, on witnessing the desecration of 
improve my acquaintance with her peo- the tomb of a Budhist priest im one of 
ple, induced me to travel through the | the temples of which they had been dis- 
jnterior in the costume of a native, hav- possessed, their —" _ kindled and 
ing for companions Messrs. Giang and ~~ _ became furious, | driving every 
Tsah, some notice of whom should pre- Christian from the island and plun- 
cede this brief narrative omy journey. dering or destroying their property. The 
They are Roman Catholics, the former scattered members of the unlucky flock 
employed as a catechist at Chusan, and 
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Deprived of the blessings of a home, of 
the counsel and sympathy of his partner, 
the foreign missionary is poorly fitted to 
encounter his daily toils and trials. It 
was with no small joy, therefore, that on 
the evening of the 20th of April last, I 
started to bring my little family from 
Shanghai. 


* See Magazine, last vol., p. 366. 
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found their way to Ningpo and applied to 
their bishop for redress and compensa- 
tion, alleging that they had done nothing 
which he had not authorized them to do. 
But they found that his power over the 
authorities had vanished ; they knew too 
well the state of public opinion to lend 
his lordship any further assistance. Mean- 
while the exiles were suffering from want. 
The literary members of the sect at 
Ningpo, four in number, drew up a re- 
monstrance addressed to the bishop, 
upbraiding him for general misconduct 
and for setting an example of violence to 
the converts, quoting from their classics 
(they were not sufliciently conversant 
with the Scriptures to quote them,) some 
forcible expressions reflecting in an ap- 
propriate manner on, their spiritual head. 
For this offence they were instantly de- 
prived of employment and suspended 
from the privileges of the church, as was 
also the Chusan catechist for approving 
of their insolence. Excommunication was 
threatened, which threw them into per- 
fect terror. In this emergency Giang, 
the catechist, whilst deliberating with his 
confréres, started up and said, “ I'll be 
off to Dr. Macgowan and ask his ad- 
vice ;” an announcement which horrified 
them, as I afterwards learned, more than 
if he had proposed to return to pagan 
idolatry, for they had been taught that 
we were more to be avoided than the 
heathen. Giang could not be diverted 
from his purpose, but going to the East 
Gate chapel took his seat near the door. 
Finding that no retributive visitation fol- 
lowed, he ventured the next day further 
in, until he became so bold as to make the 
acquaintance of one of the assistants, by 
whom he was introduced to me. I was 
at the time without a personal teacher, 
and though the catechist’s literary attain- 
ments were of a low order, I engaged 
him for a few weeks in that capacity, in 
hope of being able to do him and his 
brethren good. After reading the New 
Testament with him for several days, I 
had the pleasure of seeing him bring 
three of the discarded literati to converse 
with me ; the fourth had gone to his na- 
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tive province. With these and other 
disaffected Romanists I held a daily ser- 
vice. Indeed, for several weeks, the 
time occupied in imparting scriptural in- 
struction to them left but little leisure 
Another of the 
literary men soon left for a distant city. 
The remaining two proposed accompany- 


for other engagements. 


ing me to Shanghai,— one of them, the 
bishop's teacher, merely to see the place, 
and the other, a Mr. Seu belonging to 
that city, to seek employment. Seu is 
an interesting character in himself, and 
being a descendant of the celebrated 
Paul Seu, of Romish history, a Christian 
statesman of the Ming dynasty, possesses 
The afternoon that he 
was to embark with me, the bishop heard 


much influence. 


of his design, and sent such importunate 
missives and such condescending offers 
as toinduce him to remain behind, or 
rather to take another route to Shanghai, 
and to counteract the impressions we 
were likely to make in that city. Thus 
my companions were the Chusan cate- 
chist, Giang, and the bishop’s teacher 
Tsah, a Ningpo man. 


The “ blue-eyed foreigner ’ discovered—Course 
changed. 

We embarked by night, and had not 

gone far up the Ningpo river before we 

The 


matting which covered our boat, afford- 


were brought to by a furious gale. 


ing a tolerable protection from the tor- 
rent of rain, required to be brought down 
lest, it being caught by the wind, the 
boat should be capsized. In reiirranging 
their mats the boatmen had occasion to 
enter our quarters with a light, and to 
my chagrin they got a glimpse of my 
quilt, the only foreign article of com- 
fort I had ventured to indulge in. Hav- 
ing made this discovery they insisted 
upon further examination, and were not 
long in tracing the ownership to a blue- 
eyed foreigner. The promise of double 
pay soon placed us on the best possible 
terms with our boatmen, and when the 
weather improved we proceeded on our 
journey, reaching in the course of the 
following night the city of Yu Yau, the 
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extreme limit of travel in that direction 
in foreign costume. 
Our course thence was by canal to the 


shores of Hangchau Bay at the mouth of 


the Tsientang, which we reached at noon 
of the 22d. From the canal head to the 
shore is a land journey of three miles, 
and as the heat was oppressive I was 
Unfortunately 
Mr. Giang brought me a very showy 
one, which has been employed by all the 
foreigners who have crossed the bay at 


obliged to call a sedan. 


this place, this being a point which trav- 
ellers pass in making the lawful overland 
trip. 
half the people we met called cut, “ Red 
haired traveller! Red-haired traveller!’ 
(or foreigner), which sound followed me 
to the place of embarkation and then to 
the junk in which I was to cross the bay. 


Without getting a glimpse at me, 


This junk had on board ninety-eight 
huge buffaloes ranged head to head on 


deck. 


As there was no hold or cabin, 


the best unoccupied place on deck was | 


engaged for me. Finding that we were 
known there, and knowing that detec- 
tion would soon follow our arrival on 
the opposite coast, we changed our 
course and took passage in another junk 
We had pro- 


ceeded down the bay not more than 


just sailing for Chapoo. 


three miles when the tide fell so as to 
leave us high and dry in the mud. 
Presently the men from the buffalo junk 
came running over the ground we had 
been sailing over, quite out of sight of the 
shore, to inform our junkmen whom they 
We made the best 
of it as before, by friendly familiarity 


had for a passenger. 


with the company and conversation on 
religious topics, which could not be pur- 
sued freely except in the character of a 
foreign missionary. Early on the fol- 
lowing afternoon we reached Chapoo, 
and afier making presents to the sailors 
quitted them, excellent friends. 
Chapoo—Kiahing—The garden of China. 
Chapoo is so often passed by Romish 
missionaries in foreign costume, that the 
inhabitants can generally recognize one 
at a glance; and hence we had not gone 
through many streets before the old cry 


of Dr. Macgowan. 
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We loitered about until 
night, and then took a new start for the 
interior in a charcoal boat, the conduct- 
ors of which were informed of our char- 
acter. We sailed that night by canal as 
far as the city of Pingwi. Our little 
boat was topheavy with baskets of char- 
coal piled high up. On the top of these 
my companions and the boatmen slept, 
and a berth was made for me about half 
way up by removing some of the baskets. 
On the evening of the 24th, to my great 


greeted me. 


joy, we struck the grand canal at the 


large city of Kiahing, where we were 
relieved of the charcoal. 

The country between Chapoo and 
Kiahing is considered the garden of 
China. In point of fertility there are 
few places on the globe which excel it. 
It is here the mulberry is cultivated with 
the greatest success, and it is consequent- 


ly a region of silk. I could see nothing 


_from the boat but the mulberry trees 


which lined the sides of the canal, and 
The villages for 
the most part are situated at a distance, 
There 
is so little in Kiahing different from other 


endless fields of pulse. 
on small branches of the canal. 


Chinese cities frequently described, that 

it may be passed without further notice. 

Suchan, the paradise of Chinamen—Its luxury 
and vice. 

Saturday the 25th was spent, from 4 
A. M. till sunset, navigating the grand 
canal, when we reached the paradise of 
Chinamen, the celebrated city of Suchau. 
“ Above,” say they, “is heaven, and 
below are Hangchau and Suchau;” and 
as I have visited them both they regard 
me as an accomplished traveller. It was 
near bed-time when we came to at the 
“ Bridge of Ten Thousand Years.” We 
repaired to a tea-shop, but found our- 
selves too late to be regaled there. Next 
we turned into a wine, or rather whis- 
key shop, to sit and make some observa- 
tions, but saw nothing of interest. As 


we had engaged the boat for the whole 
journey inland and back to Shanghai, it 
proved the best lodging place we could 
get. 

My first day at Suchau, the metropo- 
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lis of the pagan world, was a Sabbath, 
which I endeavored to improve in the 
boat with my companions and the boat- 
men. ‘Two days only could be spared 
for an exploration of the city and sub- 
urbs, and the care necessary to be ob- 
served in order to avoid detection pre- 
vented me from gathering the informa- 
tion I most desired. The time, however, 
was well employed in sight-seeing, but 
the limits of a letter preclude the admis- 
sion of my notes. The people of Hang- 
chau are wholly given to idolatry and to 
literature; the inhabitants of Suchau are 
equally distinguished for their devotion 


to manufactures and to the pursuit of 


pleasure. That part of the grand canal 
which laves the western walls of the 
city presents one of the gayest scenes in 
the world, being constantly thronged 
with boats of the most elegant descrip- 
tion, carved and gilded, gaudily orna- 
mented, and fitted up in the best style of 
Chinese art for pleasure parties. With- 
out roads, or vehicles of any description 
except sedans, and having a country in- 
tersected in every direction by smooth 


canals, the citizens are remarkably fund | 


of aquatic excursions. The “ ilower 
boats,” as they are called, are in constant 
requisition for parties of pleasure, but 
particularly for purposes of low dissipa- 
tion. 
an evidence of its general prevalence 
and of a corrupt state of socicty beyond 
what is common to other Chinese cities. 


Here vice does not conceal itself, 


Nothing could exceed the elegance of 


female dress, whether among respectable 
people or otherwise. Silks of gorgeous 
hues and satins elaborately embroidered 
were worn by all. Music, too, such as 
it was, was laid under contribution by 
these parties, who seemed to be reveliing 
without interruption, night and day. 

Its proximity to Shanghai suggests 
the hope that this modern Corinth will 


soon be purified by the gospel of Christ. | 


A dozen missionaries speaking the dia- 
lect of that city, can be spared from 
Shanghai whenever the way is open for 
them. It is already occupied by the 
Romanists, but the facilities they possess 
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in having native converts, as in many 
other parts of the interior,— the descend- 
ants of those who embraced Christianity 
when it was freely tolerated,— enable 
them to pursue their vocation without 
hindrance. There are many Protestant 
missionaries in the maritime cities, who 
would gladly take up their abode in 
the interior if a foothold could be secured. 
Until the country is thoroughly opened 
to evangelical effort, the gospel must be 
preached at places of the least promise, 
and as in these places it is proclaimed 
not without effect, a rapid progress may 
be anticipated for it when the barriers 
shall have been removed. 

Tawaii, the Great Lake — Unpleasant adven- 

ture, 

Two days were spent in an excursion 
to Tawaii, or the Great Lake, a fine sheet 
of water to the west of Suchan, contain- 
ing several islands of singular beauty. 
At the close of a day of unusual fatigue, 
feeling exhausted by hunger, I came to a 
stall in one of the island villages where a 
man was frying pancakes made of pea 
flour. He found me a remarkably good 
customer, but as I was standing by his 
furnace enjoying my meal, I overheard a 
dialogue on the opposite side of the strect 
—it was not two yards wide — which 
suddenly prevented further deglutition. 

“ Look,” said a busybody, not of my 
own sex, to some gossiping companions at 
her side, “ that fellow’s hair is brownish.” 

“ No, it is not,” said the best-looking 
woman of the party. 

“ Yes, but it is,” said the vixen; “see 
where the tail is fastened to his head! ” 

Under her directions they did see, and 
uttered a variety of exclamations which 
I was in too great a hurry to understand. 
I went up the street as fast as I could 
without running, but the news went fast- 
er. Happily the town was on the flank 
of a lofty hill, which, after making an 
abrupt turn I ascended before any crowd 
could follow. It turned outto be the same 
village in whicha missionary from Shang- 


hai had been discovered and stoned. A 
great part of the inhabitants are engaged 
in occupations which often lead them to 


| 
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Shanghai, and hence they are familiar 
with the foreign countenance. I loitered 
about the hill until the moon rose, and 
making a circuitous journey returned to 
the boat by a different road. By this 
means I avoided the crowd of the main 
village, but could not escape the obser- 
vation of the inhabitants of a smaller one, 
who were also on the lookout for the 
stranger. They made after me with a 
shout, but having a good start I reached 
the landing before they did, without de- 
scending to the undignified pace of a run. 
There was no time however to pick up 
my huge spectacles which fell from their 
perch by the way. Messrs. Giang and 
Tsah soon came up by another road, and 
we directed the boatmen to put off to a 
pier at another part of the island, to get 
rid of the importunities of the people, 
every moment increasing in noisy mirth 
We had en- 
gaged at Suchau a lake boat; our men 
consequently did not know they carried 


and in demands to see me. 


a contraband passenger and were sur- 
prised at the agitation on the shore. We 
had searcely reached our new berth be- 
fore multitudes poured out from various 
villages to get a peep at the stranger, for 
the rumor assumed ail sorts of shapes as 
it extended. It was here our boatman 
discovered, as he afterwards told us, that 
he had the Roman Catholic bishop on 


board! 


course) be handsomely rewarded, he 


Knowing that he would (of 


determined to cross to another island, al- 
though it was contrary to custom to sail 
by night. He brought us back to Suchau 
the next day, and as soon as we had 
given the expected reward we thought it 
time toturn our faces towards Shanghai, 
which we did after sending catechist 
Giang to make some purchases for us,— 
from which errand he returned fuddled. 
Religious eating houses. 

We were two days on our journey to 
Shanghai, and so arranged the different 
stages as to reach some large village or 
city at meal time, in which, as at Suchau, 
Ialways sought the best eating houses and 
tea shops for entertainment. Eating es- 
tablishments are often kept by Mohamme- 
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dans, who being precluded the use of 
pork, the main article of Chinese food 
after rice, have to set their wits to work 
to get up other dishes in greater variety, 
and hence their refectories are always the 
best, and some degrees less filthy than 
those belonging to professors of the es- 
tablished faith. At one of these places over 
the door of which was written, “ Reli- 
gious Eating House,” I took it into my 
head to try mine host touching the un- 
The first thing we asked 
for was stewed pigs’ feet. 

“What! what!” says he, “do you 
not know that this isa religious place ?” 


clean animal. 


“ Let us have some ham, then.” 

“T tell you, we eschew all that sort of 
stuff; andas he said that he eyed us 
Taking down the bill of 
fare which hung against the wall, I 
thought to try some of the choice bits of 
Chinese cookery, and selected “ ducks’ 


very closely. 


tongues ;” but these, our host stated, must 
be ordered in advance. Next my eye 
fell upon “ shrimps’ brains,” which un- 
fortunately were not in season. By this 
time the Mohammedan began to think he 
had strange customers. We ordered 
some boiled fowl, and having made a 
hurried meal hastened away. 


Shanghai. 

Chinese at Shanghai can form a toler- 
ably correct idea of the manners and cus- 
toms of the outside barbarians. The mer- 
chant princes of England and America 
have called into existence a city of palaces, 
embellished with gardens and provided 
with luxuriesand comforts of which the na- 
tives never dreamed. The most conspicu- 
ous objects discernible as you approach the 
city from a distance are the spires of tem- 
ples to the living God, the loftiest being 
that of the Chinese Baptist church, and 
the next in height that of the English Epis- 
copal church. ‘The latter was erected, and 
achaplain is supported, at the joint ex- 
pense of the British government and the 
foreign community. Half a mile above 
the foreign city lies Shanghai, its low 
houses concealed by a forest of junks’ 
masts, but far less imposing than the forty 
sail of square rigged vessels anchored off 
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the foreign town. Its commerce is increas- 
ing with extreme rapidity, equalling if not 
already exceeding that of Canton. From 
this point steamers will cross the Pacific 
to San Francisco, and to Japan, but two 
days’ distant. 

Missions at Shanghai. 

There are above twenty male mission- 
aries and several unmarried ladies labor- 
ing at Shanghai, in connection with 
Baptist, Sabbatarian, Independent, Pres- 
byterian and Episcopalian churches. 
Being a great commercial mart, it is 
necessarily an unfavorable place for mis- 
sionary effort, and unhappily the greater 
part of them are in or near the foreign 
town, and their influence over the timid, 
suspicious natives is greatly lessened 
thereby. Those only who reside among 
them can win their confidence, and show 
wherein Christianity differs from the 
hateful commerce of Christian lands, so 
called. Romish missionaries keep at a 
distance from foreigners engaged in 
secular pursuits, and are consequently 
regarded with more favor by both classes. 
As opportunities present, it is to be hoped 
that the large villages and cities within a 
day’s sail of Shanghai will be occupied 
by our brethren there, who will take up 
their abode among the people. I would 
not have a missionary conform his mode 
of living to that of the natives. On the 
contrary I think sound policy requires 
that his home should as much as possible 
resemble the one he has quitted, and be 
furnished with every comfort which can 
in any way counteract the depressing 
influences that are inseparable from such 
an exile; nor should he, on the other 
hand, be so mixed up with his country- 
men as to lead the natives to suppose 
that their objects are in anywise similar. 
Aware of this, many brethren at Shang- 
hai are endeavoring to procure sites for 
building in the city or in the suburbs 
furthest removed from foreign commerce ; 
but situations otherwise suitable can be 
procured with great difliculty, owing to 
the open and secret opposition of people 
and rulers. Medical missionary opera- 
tions at Shanghai, appear to be very use- 
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ful in counteracting pagan prejudices 
against Christianity and in commending 
the gospel. The Southern Baptist Mis- 
sion has been strengthened lately by the 
arrival of Dr. Burton from Tennessee, 
who immediately opened a dispensary in 
the church. The American Episcopal 
Mission, by devoting much money and 
labor to education, appears to have been 
most successful thus far. Without an 
educational establishment no mission in 
China can be considered very efficient 
in laying broad evangelical foundations. 
—I cannot take my leave of Shanghai 
without expressing the obligations I am 
under to missionary brethren of every 
name, for their kindness to my family 
while residing among them. 


The Loochoo Mission — Japan. 


Returning to Ningpo we had as fellow 
passengers the bishop of Victoria, Rev. 
Dr. Smith, and the Rev. Mr. Hudson 
from whom we parted at Chapoo. In 
crossing the bay his lordship read to us 
the manuscript of a small but very in- 
teresting volume on our neighbors the 
Loochooans, which will soon be put to 
It will be perused with 
pleasure by the friends of missions. 


press in London. 


Missionary records exhibit few instances 
of more apostolic devotion than that of 
my daring Hungarian friend, Dr. Bet- 
telheim, and his heroic English wife. 
They have withstood for many years the 
fire of an opposition and persecution that 
proved too hard for two Jesuit missiona- 
ries residing on the island. On the de- 
parture of these men, who were not 
wanting in patience or courage, the au- 
thorities felt encouraged to hope that an 
increase of annoyance would finally in- 
duce the Protestant family to quit, and 
accordingly exerted all their ingenuity to 
that end,— all without avail. Now that 
our countrymen are, as it is thought, on 
the eve of opening Japan, we may look 
forward to the time when Dr. Bettel- 
heim’s labors shall have a wider and 
freer sphere of action. 

A small majority of the missionaries in 
China consider it right for those who are 
so inclined to explore this country, mal- 
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gré Chinese law and foreign treaties 
which have been adopted in violation 
of natural rights. God, who gave this 
earth to the children of men, abundantly 
supplied it with water courses, and on 
these highways and byways it was de- 
signed that man should go to and fro 
without molestation. All prohibitions of 
man to the contrary are to be observed 
only so far as may be convenient or ex- 
pedient. And as regards Japan, it is 
neither convenient nor expedient, now 
that Americans are so likely to be led 
to hershores, that she should be sutfered 
to continue her exclusive policy. 


Excitement among the literati — Supposed 


benefits of a steeple, 

On my return to Ningpo I found the 
city in considerable excitement on ac- 
count of a battle fought between some 
villagers and the militia, of which you 
have doubtless heard. When this had 
subsided we had a novel literary excite- 
ment. 
erary graduates, held at Pekin as a spee- 
ial favor on account of the accession of 
the new emperor, three persons from this 
city were so fortunate as to attain the 
eminent distinction of doctor of laws ; 
two of them were brothers. At a subse- 
quent examination of those who had at- 
tained that degree the three ablest were 


At the recent examination of lit- 


selected, and finally, after a scrutiny by 
the emperor himself, one of these three 
happy men was selected as worthy of 
the highest honor, that of Shang yuen. 
The successful aspirant to the highest lit- 
erary distinction in the empire proved to 
be a neighbor of mine, about thirty-seven 
years of age, the son of asort of fortune- 
telier. As is usual on such occasions, a 
special messenger started off post haste 
with the intelligence. On his arrival he 
demanded $3000 for his fee, but was sat- 
isfied with $500, which the father found 
no difficulty in raising when his new posi- 
tion as the parent of such a character was 
ascertained. The highest officials have 
been in procession to his humble dwelling 
to present their respects and congratula- 
tions. Honors have been conferred on 
them in consequence of the city over 
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which they rule having sent forth a Shang 
yuen; a house is to be erected for the 
family at the expense of the emperor ;— 
in fine, the honors that have suddenly 
fallen upon all connected with the candi- 
date are too numerous to mention. For 
two weeks the house, and rooms adjacent 
hired for the purpose, were crowded day 
and night by people of every class to 
congratulate, or to be spectators of the 
drinking and feasting constantly going 
on. 

I always make a point of joining every 
Chinese party I know, always finding a 
welcome ; and being an acquaintance of 
the family, of course I too tendered my 
congratulations to the father. 

“Tt is all owing to your religion,” says 
he; “it is wholly owing to Christianity 
that we have this good luck.” 

“ Tow do you make that out ?” I in- 
quired. 

“QO, it is all because you erected a 
spire on the church near the prefect’s ; 
that is what brought the luck!” 

The Chinese fully believe that their 
pagodas or towers concentrate and bring 
down the blessing of heaven diffused in 
space, just as lightning rods conduct the 
electric fluid to the earth, but they have 
always manifested an antipathy to spires 
of any kind on Christian temples. My 
friend had reference to the belfry on the 
Presbyterian church, which at the time 
of its erection was looked upon with such 
disfavor as to cause, if I remember right- 
ly, the degradation of the prefect for al- 
lowing such an edifice to be erected. 
Steeples are now likely to become popu- 
lar. It is two hundred years since a citi- 
izen of Ningpoattained the rank of Shang 
yuen, and it is an event in which the city 
It has acted as a marvellous 
stimulus on all scholars, from those of 
ten to those of sixty years; a'l are apply- 
ing themselves with renewed diligence to 
their dry books. Mr. Chang, the suc- 
cessful candidate, is retained about the 
emperor's person for several weeks yet, 
that his fitness for high oflice may be as- 
certained, after which he comes to Ning- 
po to worship the manes of his ancestors. 


rejoices. 
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Mrs. M. has had a special invitation to 
visit his wife and mother. Every three 
years the same distinction is conferred on 
some one of the many thousand aspirants 
for fame and oflice. 


The Chusan Romanists — Wants of Ningpo. 


The question of the Chusan Roman 
Catholics has been, or is pretty certain to 
be, settled at the cannon’s mouth. A 
French frigate and steamer appeared in 
the harbor and demanded redress for the 
chastisement which the indignant people 
had justly inflicted on the neophytes. 
The people could not be moved, and a 
month has been allowed in which to come 
to a decision. It is probable that men 
of property on the island, from fear of a 
bombardment, will raise the sum de- 
manded, which is only $1200, French 
arms are found everywhere, protecting 
or extending popery. Such a people are 
fit only for spiritual and civil despotism. 
The steamer landed eleven “sisters of 
charity ” at Ningpo, whose labors amongst 
the female portion of the population are 
likely to be attended with great success. 
Even at this end of the earth we fvel the 
effects of the Romanizing tendencies in 
the Anglican church. The Superior of 
these ladies was of the church of Eng- 
land. I would call your attention to the 
fact that Roman Catholics and Protes- 
tants are making this city a chief seat of 
missionary operations for China, and beg 
that you would fix four as the lowest num- 
ber of families requisite for the health- 
ful existence of this mission. We shall 
then be the smallest band stationed here. 


Hopeful converts. 


It is with devout gratitude to God that 
I am able to communicate the prospect 
of an advance in the work of the several 
Protestant missions in the city. We shall 
probably admit to the privileges of the 
Christian church ere long a soldier named 
Tung, named on a former occasion in 
connection with the bible class. (See 
Mag., vol. xxx, p. 318.) He proposed 
to give up his place in the army, although 
it would be sacrificing much of his income. 
But at our suggestion he remains, peti- 
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tioning for release from duty on the 
Sabbath except when in actual service, 
and disclaiming all connection with the 
idolatrous rites carried on with a portion 
of his deducted pay. In fine it seems 
best that he should be expelled if neces- 
sary, rather than to resign. It is partic- 
ularly desirable in China that men 
should abide in their calling, when called 
of God, unless it is clearly opposed to an 
enlightened conscience. Ie is exhorted 
to show that the gospel makes men bet- 
ter Chinamen, braver and more trusty 
soldiers than others. 

Another who affords us much hope is 
a young man, the son of our assistant, br. 
Chiu. 
a sincere and earnest inquirer after the 
truth. There are several others under 
instruction, on whose hearts we trust 
some impressions have been made which 
will not prove evanescent. Every day 
shows with what facility a sect might be 
built up here, if regard were had merely 
to the externals of religion. Hence the 
papists will doubtless outnumber us many 
fold. Mr. Giang I found a suspicious 
character and parted with him without 
regret, but of Tsah, after having closely 


A third is a physician, evidently 


observed him, I have a favorable opinion. 
The efforts made by the bishop to bring 
him back to popery show that he is re- 
garded as a valuable man. 


LETTERS FROM MR. GODDARD. 
Cases of conversion and inquiry — Budhistic 
metaphysics. 

Ningpo, July 3, 1852.—Our new chapel 
is nearly completed. There are a few 
encouraging cases of hopeful conversion 
and inquiry among the people. I think 
one person will be baptized soon, and 
three or four others give much encour- 
agement. I am not sure whether I have 
mentioned that our son has cherished a 
hope of pardon for some months past. 

Since my last we have made a trip, 
chiefly for health, to Pootoo, a small island 
outside of Chusan, inhabited almost exclu- 
sively by Budhist priests. We were 
absent ten days. That island is consid- 
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ered very sacred, and many come from 
distant regions to worship. There are 
some sixty temples on the island, and 
images are also set in various caves and 
carved in the huge rocks on the sides of 
the hills. Some of the temples are very 
large establishments, having an immense 
number of buildings and halls rising one 
above another on the hill side. Many 
of the priests are given to opium smok- 
ing. The place is most salubrious and 
beautiful, but wholly given to idolatry. 
The few besidés priests who live there 
are chiefly employed in their service or 
in building and repairing temples. I 
distributed a large number of the Gospel 
of Matthew and some other tracts, con- 
versed at length with many of the priests, 
and on the Sabbath, in connection with 
the Rev. Mr. Quarterman of the Presby- 
terian Mission, held services in one of 
the rooms of the temple we occupied. 
Not a very large number were disposed 
to come in, but some listened with con- 
siderable attention. Many were disposed 
to maintain that Jesus was an incarnation 
of Budha, and that the God we preached 
was the same that they worshipped, only 
we have a more full and plain revelation 
from him. Many of the priests said 
they do not consider the images as gods, 
or even that any divinity inhabits them ; 
but that they simply honor them as images 
of the god and regard them as useful in 
fixing their minds and attention on the 
invisible Deity in heaven. Some said 
there is but one God, but he has a thou- 
sand changes and ten thousand trans- 
formations; so that they regard all their 
idols, with their different names and 
oflices but as different manifestations of 
one God. In these respects they are 
decidedly in advance of many of the 
people. 
Traffic in idols—Romish missions—Public 
quiet—Health. 

I asked them to give me a small idol 
which was standing with an offering be- 
fore it, which had evidently stood where 
it was for a long time and was beginning 
to decay. They said I might take it if 
I would treat it respectfully, but if I dis- 
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honored it it would be a very great sin. 
I told them it was only gilded wood, and 
that I did not think any treatment of 
such a thing could be called sin. They 
replied that, though only gilded wood, 
the image of God was there, and there- 
fore disrespect would be sin. I told them 
that I had left my home and friends and 
come a long way to teach them about 
the true God, and would like the image 
to send back to my friends. They said 
that was not bad and I might take it, but 
I must give them a dollar. I offtred 
them 200 cash (about fourteen cents,) 
which they agreed to take, after having 
sent to inquire of the head priest, but 
were very anxious I should carry it away 
in a respectful manner, holding it higher 
than my head. At another temple, 
where there were a large number of 
small idols, I made a similar request and 
they seemed quite glad to have us take 
some, but were not willing to let them 
go for less than half a dollar apiece. 
They were willing we should select from 
the whole lot, new or old. They sold 
quite a large one, nearly new, for a dol- 
lar. It certainly could not be made for 
that price. These images are for the 
most part presented to the temples as 
offerings, either by the person who makes 
them or by some one who gets them 
made, to obtain merit. Hence in tem- 
ples much visited the number is often 
large, and whatever the priests get for 
them they think is clear gain. 

I referred in my last to some insurreec- 
tions here; at present all is quiet and I 
hope will continue so. We have had a 
visit from two French vessels of war, 
one a steamer. They brought a number 
of the “ Sisters of Charity,” to join the 
Romanist missionaries here, and also 
compelled the people of Chusan to make 
indemnification for the losses the Roman- 
ist disciples had suffered. (See pre- 
ceding letter.) 


Dr. Macgowan is now absent on a 
short trip to Chusan and Pootoo, and 
will probably soon remove his family to 
one of those places to pass the hot season. 
The heat has been greater for some time 
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past than is usual at this season of the 
year. Asa family we are enjoying our 
usual health. I am entirely at a loss to 
form any expectations of my own. My 
cough is very troublesome. 

Baptism of two converts — Inquirers. 

Two of the persons described by Dr. Macgowan as 
promising inquirers were baptized in July. The 
hope expressed by Mr. Goddard, below, of seeing 
missionaries designated for Ningpo, is disappointed. 
His letter discloses urgent need. 

Aug. 30.— The mail just in brought 
the June Macedonian with the account 
of your annual meetings. We are rejoiced 
to see so goodly a number of naines of 
persons under appointment, and can but 
hope we shall have a share. 

Since my last we have held on to our 
work, though at a somewhat languid rate 
during the hot season, which now seems 
about past. On the 18th of July we had 
the privilege of receiving to the church 
by baptism two hopeful converts,— one a 
young man about twenty years of age, of 
very steady habits and tolerable educa- 
tion, the son of our first assistant, Chiu. 
There is reason to hope he may become 
useful. The other, a tailor and soldier 
nearly forty years of age, of steady hab- 
its and not much education but with an ac- 
tive mind, has long attended our services 
and gradually attained a good knowl- 
edge of Christianity. He was formerly 
a very devoted Budhist, fasting, or rather 
abstaining from meat, in order to attain 
“merit.” He has been considerably ac- 
tive in the service of Christ for some 
time, conversing with his friends and 
neighbors and bringing them to converse 
with us. He is now rendering himself 
very useful on the Sabbath by assisting 
in keeping order and seating the people 
who come in. I think he will make a 
good deacon. Two others give encour- 
aging evidence of conversion who we 
hope may soon join our number, and 
there are a few other hopeful inquirers. 
Congregations on the Sabbath are large 
and improving in order. 

Daily service — Translation — New chapel — 
Health. 

I have not been able to attend at the 

chapel much on week days during the 
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hot weather, as whenever I went, after 
laboring during the day in translating, 
I was almost sure to return home sick. I 
could not bear the additional fatigue; 
besides, the air is much hotter and more 
insalubrious within the city than just out- 
sides, by the river, where our house is sit- 
uated. The daily services have however 
been regularly attended by the assistants. 

I sent by previous opportunities copies 
of Matthew and Mark, and hoped now to 
send Luke, but fear the printing will not 
be finished in season. John is also in 
the printer’s hands. 

The new church edifice is now about 
completed. It would have been finished 
some time ago but forthe cracking of a 
large stone which spanned the pillars. 
We greatly need br. Lord to take charge 
of the services in it. 

My health and that of my family have 
been mercifully preserved thus far. I 
am feeble,— perhaps more so than at any 
previous time since coming to China, and 
my cough is more troublesome and my 
ability to speak less. But still I am en- 
abled to go on, and I trust the returning 
cold weather will greatly help me. Dr. 
Macgowan and family were well when we 
last heard from them. They have been 
spending the hot season at Pootoo, a small 
island inhabited byBudhist priests just 
outside Chusan. They expect to return 
early in September. 

The Presbyterian mission church has 
also received an additional member, and 
the English Church mission four, I be- 
lieve, within two or three months. Iam 


just going with my family to spend a 


week at Chinhai by the sea side for change 
of air. 


ASSAM MISSION, 
JOURNAL OF MR, BRONSON, 
Excursion in the villages—Bondage of the 
people. 

Kullung River, June 26, 1852.—I left 
home five days ago on an excursion 
through several of the villages lying be- 
tween Nowgong and the upper mouth of 
the Kullung. I found every where many 
willing listeners, and those, who from 


5 
‘ 
\ 
‘ 
yt 
; 
q 
! 
. 
it 
4 
{ 
| 


1853.] 


having frequently heard regarding the 
Christian religion, were prepared to in- 
quire further or to oppose. I feel that 
the work is interesting, deeply so, be- 
cause it takes hold upon the eternal in- 
terests of these perishing multitudes. 
My humble work,—as I pass quietly 
along from place to place in my little 
boat, converse now with a quiet listener, 
now with an opposer and now with one 
who approves—is little esteemed by 
many, but as it accords with God's meth- 
od of evangelizing the world I rejoice in 
it. I sometimes meet with indications 
that are cheering even to sense, but for 
the most part it is necessary to keep up 
my courage by looking through the glass 
of faith. O, there is such a wide-spread 
delusion aronnd me! It has grown with 
the growth of the people and strength- 
ened with their strength; itis now de- 


fended by every priest and guarded by | 


the strong bond of caste, so that upon 
the more bigoted it seems scarcely possi- 
ble to make an impression; while the 
more humble and candid inquirer after 
truth dares not stand up before his priest 
like an independent, thinking man, dares 
not cease to give him homage and sup- 


port, dares not speak out his own views | 


of truth. Were he to do it, his spiritual 
guide would at once denounce him, he 


would not be allowed to enter his neigh- | 


bors’ dwellings, they would not give him 
fire or water, they would not dare to eat 
with him. It is a fiery trial to pass, and 
many an earnest inquirer has said to me 
in view of it, “Moi ki kérim?” What 
can I do ? 

I can scarcely enter a village where 
there are not one or two places of wor- 
ship, andin connection with them some 
faithful sentinels to watch over the inter- 
ests of the priests. The children grow 
up familiar with these things and soon 
come to feel that all else is wrong. I 
often am in doubt whether to preach 
Christ only and let their errors alone, 
whether to touch their errors so lightly 
as not to offend them, or whether boldly 
and fully to expose their whole scheme 
and the selfish and abominable character 
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of the priests, and call upon the people 
to abandon the whole as they would 
escape eternal perdition. I am getting 
more and more inclined to the latter 
course, although it calls forth more di- 
rect opposition. But we must expect 
this, and fight on till the people learn 
that truth is more powerful than error. 
Our brethren in Christian lands have no 
idea of the strength of heathenism in this 
country. It is like an impregnable fort- 
ress walled up to heaven. But, thanks 
to God, the weapons of our warfare are 
mighty through God (may we never for- 
get it—through Gop,) to the pulling 
down of strong holds. Pray for us, that 
we run not in vain nor spend our strength 
for nought. 
Power of the priests—Tokens of its decline. 
June 28.—Visited three hotros (hea- 
then places of worship.) and had discus- 
sions and preaching all day. At one of 
these establishments we found a new and 
beautiful temple, to which are attached 
a considerable number of monks, who 
are pledged to celibacy, and Lhotots or 
disciples, who marry and engage in secu- 
lar affairs. These subsist on the offerings 
of the people and the yearly payments 
of their disciples. They tax every man 
to the value of fifty cents a year and 
manage to get much more out of them. 
Collectors go annually, to distant villages 
often, where disciples live, and if any 
one refuses to pay he is at once de- 
nounced and made to suffer as an out- 
cast. Several said to me a year or two 
since, “It is robbery and oppression, 
but what relief have we?” You wil 
see, therefore, why itis that I feel rejoiced 
to find that full two thirds of the priest- 
hood are in trouble. They were former- 
ly upheld and honored by the Assamese 
kings, but now they are placed on a footing 
with other subjects. Their incomes and 
their influence are decreasing, their places 
of worship tumbling down, their slaves all 
liberated, dissensions are springing up 
among them. If they oppress, they are 


liable to be brought up and punished in 
the magistrate’s court, and they know 
I verily believe that 


not what to do. 
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God will ere long remove this great im- 
pediment to the spread of the gospel out 
of the way, and therefore do I rejoice. 
May God help us to do something to 
hasten their downfall! Last night I could 
not sleep, as I lay thinking of the miser- 
able condition of the Assamese. Nothing 
but the mighty power of God can sunder 
the chains in which they are bound. It 
is a severe trial to be cast off by all one’s 
relatives and countrymen, to wander 
like the Jewish leper outside the city, 
crying, “ Unclean, unclean!” All our 
inquirers feel it. I fear that some who 
maintain a profession in Christian lands 
would draw back if put to such a test. 
Talk with brahmins. 

29.— Visited Deori village, where I 
found one of Mahdi Deu’s shrines, with 
old images and a number of attendants. 
They allowed us to go in and see the im- 
ages. One was rudely carved out of 
coarse stone, had been broken into sev- 
eral pieces and was tied together with 
strings. All looked like decay. They 
said that one of the Assamese Kings 
founded the than and made gifts to sup- 
port it, but now it was going down. I 
asked whether the god could eat the of- 


ferings brought. “ No,” said a good fat | 


brahmin present, “I and my fellows eat 
them.” All joined in a hearty laugh, un- 
til at last my frank informant put on an air 
of the greatest solemnity, and said that the 
god had power to wring the necks of those 
who displeased him, to make people sick 
and also to heal them. Sat down and con- 
versed with these people a couple of hours, 
distributed books and returned tomy boat. 
30.— Spent the day at another hotro 
which I formerly visited. A good number 
of people were present. Found them 
guarded against all we said, though ex- 
ceedingly attentive and respectful. They 
refused to receive books, and poured out 
a torrent of abuse upon Linus and the 
old inquirer, which made it needful for 
me to expose them, and then to pour oil 
upon the troubled waters. 
Schools — Nowgong church— Monthly concert. 
July 2.— Reached home, 2 o’clock at 
night. Found that Mr. and Mrs. Diiuble 
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were ill and had been so for some days. 
My own family was also suffering. The 
weather is now very oppressive and the 
rains are heavy, which causes a sickly 
time. I feel grateful that my own health 
has been so good as to allow me to en- 
dure considerable exposure to the sun 
and rain. Morning and evening I have 
found the people accessible, and I have 
never enjoyed my work more than dur- 
ing this rainy season. I hope the Com- 
mittee will be able to give me the means 
to do more for the children of these vil- 
lages. I have only one village school in 
operation, but if I had the means, as Iam 
passing about, preaching to the people, I 
could superintend twenty more such 
schools just as well; and thus, reckoning 
fifty children in each school, 1000 youth 
would be treasuring up truths that would 
prepare the way for their receiving the 
gospel. I beg of you by all that is dear 
in the missionary cause, give me the 
means of connecting preaching and teach- 
ing as I go from place to place. I speak 
after some experience and consideration. 
It crushes my spirits to feel that I am not 
doing what I ought for the rising genera- 
tion. Ilow many would willingly give 
thirty dollars a year to support one of 
these schools if the object were only placed 
before them? Ou whom rests our hope, 
but on the young ? 

Every tour I make shows me the value 
of diffusing a correct science among 
the people, in order to show them the 
falsehood of their sacred books. Science, 
with them, is as much a matter of divine 
revelation as religion, and both stand or 
fall together. I wish I could introduce 
the friends and supporters of missions 
into the midst of the work we are endeav- 
oring to carry forward, and they would 
then see, as they cannot now, the great 
importance of seizing upon the youth 
and preparing them to be the chief in- 
struments for the future spread of the 
gospel in this country. 

5. Yesterday was the communion sea- 
son with this church and was a day of in- 
terest and some solemnity. There has been 
a state of coldness manifest in the church 
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for some weeks past, and we found it good 
to renew our covenant obligations with 
God and each other. We hold our cove- 
nant meeting the Saturday evening pre- 
vious, and generally celebrate the Lord’s 
supper Sabbath evening. This day, being 
the first Monday in the month, we met in 
the morning for prayer for the conversion 
of the world, and in the evening James 
read a report on the progress of the gos- 
pel in the Sandwich Islands, which was 
very interesting. We close our monthly 
concerts by taking up a contribution for 
the Union. 


MERGUI. 
JOURNAL OF MR, BENJAMIN, 


First visit to the Salongs. 

The following journal, as will be seen by its dates, 
describes a visit to the Salong islands made in the 
autumn of 1851, but only very recently received, 
It will be read with interest as giving an account of 
Mr. Benjamin's eflorts to carry the gospel toa de- 
graded and almost inaccessible people. 

Sept. 24, 1851.—Left Mergui for a 
short visit to the Salongs. My crew 
consists of nine of br. Brayton’s schol- 
ars who have been dismissed for a few 
days’ vacation, and a Malay helimsman 
who is acquainted with the Salong haunts 
in Mergui province. 

In the evening waited for the tide at 
a pleasant village composed chiefly of 
Burmese fishermen. ‘There are two 
small zayats adjoining each other, one of 
which contained a shrine and several 
idols; the other was empty and we took 
up our quarters in it for the time being. 
It being the Burman worship-day, a sinall 
company of worshippers gathered round 
the idols, lighted a number of lamps and 
wax candles, and uttered prayers and 
responses for some time. As the mur- 
murs of the idolatrous worship became 
fainter, the Karens sung a hymn and 
then engaged in prayer. This attracted 
curious though respectful attention. As 
I returned to the boat I observed one of 
the Karens preaching with much warmth 
to a small audience of interested listeners. 

During the night passed on with the 
falling tide, and anchored at a small 
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island of the group lying southwest of 
King’s Island, among which the Dong 
tribe of Salongs have their range. 

25.—A_ beautiful day amid lovely 
scenery. Yesterday we had mud flats, 
and low, muddy, mangrove shores washed 
by dingy water. To-day we sail in clear 
water, with numerous bold green islets 
near at hand, and several large moun- 
tainous islands looming grandly in the 
distance. And the corals! Such a sub 
marine garden of stone-wrought shrubs 
and flowers I never saw before. We 
have left behind us all permanent abodes 
of men, the rovers among these islands 
being as unsettled as sea-fowl ;—discover- 
ed none of them to-day. 

26.—Rowed most of the day from one 
sand beach to another in search of 
Salongs, but without success. They are 
probably all off at the distant seaward 
islands, to improve the spring tides in 
searching for sea-slugs and_ shell-fish. 
Came upon a party of Chinese and 
Malays, waiting at a small island, with a 
store of opium and arrack, and a few 
poor articles of clothing, for the Salongs 
to return with their booty. 

27.—Breakfisted at a beautiful water- 
fall, having a perpendicular descent of 
fifty or more feet into the sea. A second 
fall of equal or greater height occurs in 


| the same stream a few rods above. 


These islands seem to be pretty well 
supplied with springs and rills of water, 
especially the larger ones. Still searched 
in vain for Salongs. 

28.—Spent the Sabbath on a long 
sandy beach much resorted to by the 
Salongs. Had worship with my Karen 
crew. 
Unexpected meeting—Theism of the Salongs. 

30.—Afier fruitless efforts to find any 
of the Salongs, turned our course home- 
ward. About nine or ten o'clock at 
night, as we neared a small island, there 
was a sudden uproar of barking dogs 
and shrill human voices on the shore. 
We had come upon a party of Salongs 
and thrown them into great confusion 
and alarm. Women slung their infants 
upon their backs and gathered their 
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older children around them, ready for 
flight. My Malay helmsman, however, 
soon dispelled their fears by informing 
them who we were. They saw us yes- 
terday, and taking us for Malays rowed 
rapidly away before we got sight of them. 
As we drew near shore a young man 
waded out to us with a torch in his 
hand, and soon after a shrivelled old 
woman with matted grey hair, dressed 
only with a scanty strip of cloth wound 
round the middle, followed him. She 
came to beg for betel. As she came 
alongside, one of the Karens, an assistant 
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more half starved dogs eagerly licked up 
the blood and devoured the offal. 

The Salong boat is peculiar. A keel 
of from three to five fathoms in length is 
hewn or hollowed out from a single tree, 
and spread open in the centre by means 
of a slow fire. Bamboo splints are then 
fastened into the trough from end to end, 
and upon these are inserted, one above 
another, the long pithy leaf-stems of a 
plant of the palm family, by which the 
depth is increased two or three feet. 
The only tools employed in the work 


| are an adze, a cleaver and an auger. 


of br. Brayton who once labored for some | 


months among the Salongs, spoke with 


her. I saw her point upward and heard 


her pronounce the word “ Tooda” (God). 


Here was expressed in my hearing for the 


first time the traditional belief of the peo- 


ple in the existence of God. Their ideas 


on the subject are doubtless gross and 
crude, but they mean by * Tooda” the 
greatest and best of beings, who created all 


things in heaven and on earth. Such a 


belief in the midst of Boodhistic atheism is | 


truly encouraging, and like the similar 
belief among the Karens, we may hope, 
by the preaching of the cross of Christ, 


will yet prove the precursor of a living | 


faith in the soul. 

Oct. 1.—Early in the morning I over- 
heard several of the children singing in 
imitation of the Karens. 
have no songs of their own, although a 
good many of them have learned to sing 
Burmese and Malay airs. 
are musical and they commonly talk in 


a sort of sing-song style. 


Their boats and dwellings. 

While breakfast was preparing I pick- 
ed up a few words of Salong, principally 
from a man who begged for “ fever med- 
icine,” and whom I vainly endeavored 
to prevail upon to accompany me to 
Two or three of the boats left at 


” 


town. 
daylight on a short fishing excursion, to 
provide the company with food for the 
day. One of them soon returned bring- 
ing a turtle, which was at once cut up 
and divided among the four or five fami- 
lies composing the party, and a dozen or 


The Salongs 


Their voices | 


| 


The sail, which is very large for the size 
and strength of the boat, is made by 
sewing long palm leaves together edge- 
wise. The ropes are twisted from a 
species of ratan, and are very strong. 
The boat when completed is of course 
extremely light, and being admisably 
modelled for swiftness, leaves far in the 
rear all other water craft that may at- 
tempt to sail with it. The Salongs do 
not live in their boats but on the beaches 
of the islands, though they rarely remain 
on the same beach more than a week at 
a time. They erect temporary sheds 
made of poles, covered with a sort of mat 
or thatch of palm leaves, which is also 
used to cover the boat, and when not in 
use can be rolled up and stowed away. 
This mat when new forms an admirable 
defence against both sun and rain. 

After breakfast 
way homewards and arrived at Mergui 


proceeded on our 


the next morning. 
Salongs in Mergui—Second visit to the islands, 

Oct. 14.— Three Salongs who have 
been in town several days returned to the 
islands. They were intending to return 
yesterday (Sunday), but consented to 
remain on being told that it was our holy 
Sabbath, when we are commanded to 
lay aside our work and worship God. 
They went with me to br. Brayton’s Ka- 
ren meeting. We have improved this 
opportunity to acquire a few more Salong 
words. 

23.— Another boat came in from the 
islands. The men came to see me and 
begged pertinaciously for paddy, hand- 
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kerchiefs, waistcloths, &e. Made prep- 
arations for another journey to the 
islands. 

24.— Left home in the evening and 
passed on to the Burman village of Pai 
Gyiwoon,—referred to under date of 24th 
ult. 

25.— Endeavored to reach a little vil- 
lage on King’s Island, inhabited by two 
Karen and three Salong families, where 
I wished to spend the Sabbath, but rain 
and head winds prevented. This is the 
only village where Karens and Salongs 
live near each other. 

26. Sabbath.— Breakfasted at the 
mouth of the river, but was so tormented 
by the innumerable swarms of gnats that 
I allowed the poor coolies, whose suffer- 
ings were more intolerable from their 
scanty clothing, to hoist sail and seek a 
more quiet resting place. My Burman 
teacher wondered what so many gnats 
lived upon when there were no men 
about. We putinto a rocky, badly shel- 
tered cove, where we lay tossing about 
till near midnight, when we passed on to 
another cove witha good sand beach and 
three fine rills of fresh water, a place to 
which the Salongs often resort. 

27.— A boat carrying a pretty large 


family of Salongs, a Chinaman and the 
usual quota of scarecrow dogs, put into the 
cove for breakfast. Passed on when the 
tide served, stopping at the beautiful wa- 
terfall heretofore mentioned, and took a 
douche bath that might have satisfied the 
most exacting hydropathist. 
An unwelcome visitor — Shyness of the people. 
Stopped towards evening at one of the 
Salong haunts, when the falling tide left 
us stranded. Late at night the coolies 
set up a tremendous shouting, and the 
cook called out, “ Atiger! a tiger! a 
very large tiger is close by the boat!” I 
confess to considerable uneasiness as I felt 
round for my hatchet, but the shouting 
frightened away our fierce enemy before 


I got a sight of him. It was a merey 
that he did not carry off one of the men. 
Passed on before morning to another 
beach, where we had learned that a 
number of Salong families were congre- 


gated. 
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28.— Found ourselves in the midst of 
a busy encampment, on a beach of fine 
white sand shaded by the projecting 
branches of noble trees, but flanked by a 
long reef of ragged rocks. There were 
about fifty Salongs, young and old, in the 
company, a large proportion of them be- 
ing as usual children. Made some efforts 
to talk with the people and pick up more 
of their language. In the afternoon 
bathed at a pretty little cascade, the white 
line of which, winding down the moun- 
tain side, was visible from our encamp- 
ment, probably two miles distant. In 
returning visited a cataract, the finest 
miniature Niagara I have ever seen. 

29,.— Continued my efforts to acquire 
the language; tried in vain to get a 
teacher. The people are shy and unwill- 
ing to go with me to the city. Inthe 
evening some Burman arrack and opium 
peddlers came up in a small boat, and be- 
gan to sound a pipe not unlike a clar- 
They did not 
succeed, probably because ny presence 


inet to attract customers. 


imposed a degree of restraint on the peo- 

ple. 

Brief duration of life among the Salongs— 
Progress in the language. 

30.— Left this company and endeav- 
ored to reach a larger one, which we had 
been told was occupying an island further 
to the southwest, but a rough sea com- 
pelled us to take shelter under the lee of 
one of the islands in our course. 

31.— The weather still rough, but we 
reached the island we started for. Here 
the Salongs, to the number of perhaps 
two hundred, were occupying a short 
gravelly beach, shut in by rocks at the 
base of a thickly wooded mountain. Some 
of the families merely spread out their 
boat decks upon some poles, forming a 
platform not more than six feet by four, 
on which a whole family would gather 
at night, the thick branches of projecting 
trees serving them for shelter. Others 
made the usual shed of their palm leaf 
kajangs. The large proportion of chil- 
dren in this company was very remarka- 
ble, and testified to the comparatively 
brief duration of life among the Salongs. 
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Their filthiness, and their extremely in- 
temperate and improvident habits, could 
hardly lead to any other result. 

Nov. 1.— The people are so shy and 
disinclined to sit and talk with me, even 
though I offer to pay them for it, that I 
cannot do much directly in acquiring the 
language. Nevertheless I am becoming 
familiar with the sounds, which is a point 
of considerable importance gained, and 
every now and then something is occur- 
ring, such as the capture of a fish or tur- 


tle, the arrival of a boat, the sending of | 
a message, which gives me the meaning of 


a word. 
3.— Two sisters, both of adult age, 


quarrelled and fought .with clubs and | 


stones. It excited so little attention as to 

indicate that such things are not unusual. 
Drunkenness — Canine discipline. 

4.— The Burman peddlers noticed a 

few days before came up, and I was sorry 

though not surprised, to see their boat 


soon filled with Salongs, who-e noisy gab- | 
ble proclaimed their relationship to the | 


drunkards of Christian lands. 
evening circumnavigated one of the 
mountainous islets in the neighborhood. 


Toward | 


These islets, I noticed, are very precipi- | 
tous on their west and southwest fronts, | 


where, with the ever restless sea they pre- 
sent combinations of grandeur not often 
to be met with 

5.— The drinking goes on, and men 


and women every now and then reel by | 
under the influence of arrack. Took a | 


row round the island, performing the dis- 
tance in about three hours. A sharp 
promontory juts out to the westward, the 
base of which is penetrated by numerous 
caverns. Into these the sea continually 


pours a heavy swell which roars through | 


the dark vaults, uttering music befitting 


the scene, as we gazed up the dizzy steep | 


from which seabirds, perched midway, 
looked down unconcerned upon us. Be- 
yond this promontory and facing the 
southwest isa beautiful beach of white 
sand several miles in length. On this, 
at a subsequent visit, I found several frag- 
ments of some large vessel that had been 
wrecked in the vicinity. 
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I still work along in my studies, gen- 
erally taking a Salong with me in my lit- 
tle voyages so as not to lose time, and 
often going around among the little plat- 
forms crowded with women, children and 
dogs, to glean a word here and there. 
My approach is generally a signal to beat 
the dogs. Every dog that growls, and 
nearly every one does growl, gets a heavy 
blow with a stone or the back of a cleaver, 
and sometimes the whole family show their 
zeal for my safety by joining to pelt 
the poor brutes. The dogs are very 
cross, and being so many of them crowd- 
ed together are constantly snarling and 
fighting, and every now and then one is 
beaten for some impropriety, such as 
sticking his nose into the rice pot, biting a 
puppy, or snarling at some more favored 
cur than himself. 


Fishing —Resources of the Salongs. 

7.— The whole encampment moved 
over to the little islet that shields the 
cove. Itis now near the time of the high- 
est spring tides, when the water at its 
height entirely covers the beach we left. 

&.— A number of boats left on the 
falling tide to gather turbos, a species of 
large spiral shell fish with a thick heavy 
Wishing to see how the 
shells are obtained, I prevailed on one 


operculum. 


of the men to give me a passage in his 
boat. Besides the owner there were on 
board five girls from ten to eighteen 
years of age, who plied the oars with ad- 
mirable skill, and had a merry race with 
two or three of the other boats. Our 
course lay around the larger island. Hav- 
ing reached a point along the high cliffs 
facing the sca, where there were a num- 
ber of sunken rocks, the tops of some of 
which -were for a moment exposed to 
view on the retreat of the larger waves, 
the boat was anchored at a convenient 
The girls 
plunged into the water and swam, laugh- 


distance from the shore. 


ing and shouting, for the rocks, splashing 
and diving through the heavy swells that 
rolled in, like a shoal of swarthy mer- 
maids. When they had arrived at the 
rocks they would dive as the swell re- 
treated, bring up the shells and swim 


| 
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with them tothe boat, much of the way 
under water, merely raising their heads 
now and then to take a sniff of air. Shells 
were taken in this way at several differ- 
ent points, but the sea was so rough that 
comparatively few were obtained. The 
turbo is divested of its shell,the harder 
parts are boiled and thoroughly smoked, 
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and it is then ready for the Chinese | 
market. This, with the repulsive looking 


sea slug prepared ina similar manner, is 


a main dependence of the Salongs for | 


barter. They also procure Sapan wood, 
beeswax and honey, turtle shells and 
pearls,and the women weave a valuable 
mat of palm leaves. With re- 
sources the Salongs might be a compara- 


these 


tively wealthy people, were it not for the 
baneful influence of arrack and opium, 
and perhaps it should be added, their he- 
reditary dread of the Malays. 

10.— The Salongs broke up their en- 
campment and scattered off to different 
islands, and as it would have been vain 


to attempt to keep them company, I 


turned my course homeward, where we 
arrived on the night of the 11th, after an 
absence of eighteen days. 


LETTER FROM MR. BENJAMIN, 


Repeated visits to the Salongs — Encourage- 
ment—Burimese of Mergui. 

In the letter accompanying the foregoing tran- 
script of his Journal, dated Aug. 18, 1852, Mr. 
Benjamin intimates a measure of encouragement in 
respect to his work. 

On three subsequent occasions I went 
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season the people are to be found in 
larger companies, and they remain long- 
er in one spot than in the dry season, and 
as they are prevented by the weather 
from gathering their most valuable pro- 
ducts, they are unable to procure the 
means of intoxication, at least to any 
considerable extent. Yet even now, 
when they come to town, they most gen- 
erally in some way find means to get 
drunk. 

I should have mentioned that in the 
dry season quite a number of the people 
promised to come into town to attend 
school during the rains, and I accordingly 
had a cheap dormitory erected. But not 
one of them came, nor could we during 
our late visit by any means prevail on 
them to come. I am convinced that it is 
in preaching to the Salongs, as we can 
find them assembled among their own 
islands, that we can lay out our strength 
to the greatest advantage. The people 
seem inclined to listen attentively to what 
we have to communicate, and as we are 
beginning to be able to use the language, 


_ the enterprise ought not to be aban- 


to a group of islands some sixty or sev- | 


enty miles south of Mergui, where the 


Jaeet tribe of Salongs have their range. | 


Sickness prevented a fourth visit which 
IT had planned before the commencement 
of the wet monsoon. About a month ago 
Mrs. B. and myself took another voyage 
to the Jacet Salongs, were absent two 
weeks and brought home with us a teach- 
er who staid with us eleven days. This 
makes in all about two months in which 
we have had the privilege of studying 
the language in town, besides what we 
have gained in our visits to the islands. 
Our last visit was more encouraging than 
either of the others. During the rainy 
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doned until that from you the word of 
the Lord has sounded out through all 
the islands. 

My health is a little better than when 
I last wrote. J found the journey to the 
islands no disadvantage, but the reverse. 

Yesterday a couple of intelligent look- 
ing Burmese young men came in for 
Looks and expressed an opinion that the 
religion of Jesus must be'true; and one 
of them, who has for some months shown 
himself eager to get hold of tracts, seem- 
ed desirous to place himself under regu- 
lar instruction on the subject. Don’t for- 
get Mergui. 


MAULMAIN BURMAN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. STEVENS. 
The Burmese dictionary—Dr. Judson’s man- 
uscripts, 

Sept. 21, 1852.—I am happy to in- 
form you that the dictionary is completed 
and entirely off my hands. After the 
body of the work was printed, I found I 
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had the means of preparing a list of 
words which could not have been well 
prepared before, as all the materials did 
not come into my possession until after 
the printing of the work had commenced. 
I have accordingly added them in an 
appendix. The whole makes a quarto 
volume of 371 pages, besides the gram- 
mar which precedes it, of thirty-six pages. 
The dictionary without the grammar has 
also been put up in a larger. edition, 
octavo, which is a more convenient form. 
The quarto edition was designed to cor- 
respond with the English and Burmese 
part, and an equal number printed, so as 
to allow of the two being bound together 
in one volume. 

Besides the dictionary manuscripts 
there was another containing corrigenda 
for the Burman Bible, which, to make 
sure of their preservation, we may have 
printed on a separate sheet, to be added 
to the list of corrigenda now printed with 
the quarto edition of the bible and bound 
up with future copies. If this be done, 
the mission will then be in possession, in 
a permanent form, of all the most valua- 
ble literary labors of Dr. Judson in the 
Burmese language. There are still in 
my hands a vocabulary of Scripture 
names, with a list of the words transfer- 
red in the translation of the bible, a cor- 
rected translation of the Athanasian 
ereed, (the translation by a Roman 
Catholic priest, the corrections by Dr. 
Judson,) and two small manuscripts by a 
native which Dr. Judson seemed to have 
set a special value upon. The first work 
would find a suitable place either at the 
end of the Burmese Bible, or in the con- 
cordance whenever it may be printed, 
and the others perhaps it may be best to 
deposit in the mission library. 

I am happy to be able to add, we are 
all in the enjoyment of usual health, and 
much encouraged by the prospect of a 
speedy opening in Burmah for an exten- 
sion of our labor, and by the timely and 
strong reinforcement which we are ex- 
pecting so soon to join us. We earnestly 
pray and hope that wisdom may be given 
to us and all concerned, to make the 
best disposition of our labors. 


(February, 
SANDOWAY MISSION. 
LETTER PROM MR. VAN METER. 
A people prepared for the gospel. 

Bassein, Aug. 26, 1852.—I write 
again thus soon, because I know how deep 
an interest you must feel in all that per- 
tains to a new and important field like 
this. I will not give you the mere copy 
of the journal of each day’s events and la- 
bors, asthe same scenes are repeated with 
but little variation day after day. Suf- 
fice it tosay that hardly a day has passed 
in which there have not been some new 
comers, to see the teacher and to inquire 
particularly as to what our books teach 
and how we worship. At times several 
companies have come on the same day, 
beginning early in the morning as soon 
as we were up, and continuing in some 
cases until late in the evening. The 
avowed object of most of these visitors 
has been to get information as to the true 
God and the mode of his worship. They 
have been mostly men of advanced years, 
“ elders,” as they are called by the Ka- 
rens, and all came from a distance, no 
Karens residing in the city of Bassein. 

And now as tothe manner in which 
the word has been received,— I can only 
say there has not been the least opposi- 
tion. To the most that has been told 
them they would assent at once, even 
when it bore most hardly on themselves, 
as in showing how irrational and absurd 
are all idolatrous practices, into which not 
a few of them have been drawn, as they 
quite reluctantly admit. At the same 
time they excuse themselves by saying, 
“ What could we do? we had no teacher, 
no books,— and so we did as we saw 
others do. And as all worshipped the 
priests, the pagodas and the idols, why, 
we did it @ /ittle also.” Many of them 
listen with unfeigned astonishment as 
they hear for the first time the truths of 
revealed religion, they seeming, as it were, 
to suggest something once known but 
long since irrecoverably lost. They seem 
to be a people prepared to receive the 
gospel. Their first inquiry, almost, is for 
Pwo books, and they will sit with evident 
delight for a long time listening to the 
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reading of a book in their own language. 
The “ White book” has indeed come, 
but alas! it is a sealed book to them, for 
they cannot read. This difficulty how- 
ever is obviated on the part of a number 
who understand the Burmese. To such 
books are given in that language, and 
they carry them away to their respective 
villages, promising to read the same to 
all who wish to hear. 
Persecutions by the Burmese. 

We have heard nothing yet from the 
two principal Pwo churches which are 
some distance above Bassein. They have 
been unable to communicate with us, as 
the old (Burman) governor of Basscin, 
with some soldiers, is still occupying that 
part of the country. We hope to hear 
from them very soon now, as the steamer 
which has been lying here as a guard 
ship moved up very unexpectedly five 
days ago, and no doubt has made thorough 
work of it this time ; she went up on the 
same errand once before. 

The Christians in those parts have 
been in much danger of persecution from 
the Burmese, merely because they were 
Christians. For, as you probably are 
aware, all the blame of this war is laid 
on the Karen disciples. As a conse- 
quence their preachers have been taxed 
very heavily, some having to pay upwards 
of two hundred rupees, which of course 
had to be collected from among their 
people. But there were strong fears that 
it would come to be worse. Already the 
Burmans had forbidden them to worship, 
commanded them to destroy their chap- 
els, to drink arrack and do such things 
as would destroy their Christian charac- 
ter. None had yet yielded to any but 
the first of these arbitrary requisitions, 
but it was feared they would thus be 
compelled, unless deliverance soon came 
from some quarter. 

Schools — Karen liberality — New fields and 
laborers. 

Our school began, according to ap- 
pointment, at the “death of the moon” 
some two weeks since. We had some 
difficulty in getting a place for cooking 
and eating, as it is almost impossible to 
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procure building materials here at this 
time. This was remedied by taking pos- 
session of a third kyoung, a short dis. 
tance from here. Abundance of rice, 
with a few other articles, has been fur- 
nished by the Karens; what had to be 
bought was bought by the assistants, in 
adjoining villages where purchases could 
be made to the best advantage. The 
people in this region seem to be coming 
to recognize more and more the justice 
of the principle, that Karens are to help 
Karens, while the churches at home take 
care of the “ teachers.” . 

There are upwards of eighty students 
here at the present time, most of them 
young men. A number of the younger 
preachers are here also. Many of these 
young men have been studying for two, 
three, or more years, and are therefore 
in a good measure prepared to appreci- 
ate the daily lectures of br. Abbott on 
the Scriptures. Other classes are con- 
ducted by some of the more advanced 
students under br. Abbott’s supervision. 
We have not yet heard how soon br. 
Beecher will be able to join us; are ex- 
pecting a mail daily from Rangoon. 

I have a little nucleus of six, all of 
whom have learned to read within the 
year. They are a selection from a school 
started during the present rains, and are 
some of the first fruits of the missionary 
labors among the Pwos mentioned in the 
report of my last jungle tour. (See Mag., 
last vol., p. 327.) I am expecting others 
as soon as the country becomes quiet. 
The recent move of the steamer up the 
river, 1 suppose, will open the way for 
some to come down who durst not come 
before. 

I feel almost unwilling to detain any of 
those few who have been with us for the 
past two or three years at Sandoway, or 
any of the Pwo assistants, as the present 
time seems so favorable for direct labor 
among the Pwos. 


There are large dis- 
tricts in the adjoining country occupied 
almost exclusively by Pwos, containing 
from 300 to 1000 houses each, many of 
which no Pwo preacher has ever visited. 
It is only a few days since, that our prin- 
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cipal Pwo assistant, Shway Bo, accom- | him down very summarily. At first he 


panied by one of our former scholars, 
started for Shway Laung, one of the 
largest Pwo districts containing 1000 
houses. He isa competent man, and 
we hope to find in a short time a large 
and flourishing church springing up there 
as the fruit of his labors. They have 
taken a small supply of books, and will 


commence a school at once if scholars 
ean be had. 


The other assistants are at present en- | 
he ever dared to repeat the act, it was 


gaged in their respective fields, but are 


intending to go out into new fields as | 


soon as arrangements can be made for 


supplying their places. Even since our 


arrival here, I have learned of two or | 
_ who, they told him, was entirely and 


three young men coming forward asassist- 


ants, of whom I had not heard before. | 


And thus we hope the Lord of the harvest 
will furnish laborers for this great Pwo 
field as he has for the work among the 
Sgaus. 


Violence in the country —The Burman head- 
man and the “ young chief.” 


The whole country around —that is, | 


on every side excepting the west — has 
been overrun for some weeks past by 
bands of robbers, men who but lately 
were in the Burman army, but are now 


scattered in large companies of two or | 


three hundred each. 
of their depredations were reaching us, 
but it was not until quite lately that 
they commenced burning and sacking vil- 
lages. The Burman head man over Bas- 
sein is devoid of principle, like all his kin, 
and is strongly suspected by most of the 
officers of playing a double game. Some 
of them are watching him very closely. 
“ Only give us some proof,” they say, “so 
that we can get hold of him, and we will 
soon bring him to account.” He sent 
out his men, but could do nothing, and 
the robbers were only getting the more 
confident and coming nearer and nearer to 
Bassein. The same man made a great 


ado when told that Shway Wing should 
have exclusive control of the Karens in 
Bassein. Indeed, Captain I. (a great 
friend of the Karens,) tells me he made 
such an uproar that the Major had to put 


Constant reports | 


would not hear to it at all. “ How could 
he govern the country, and have a Ka- 
ren govern at the same time over the 
After leaving the pres- 
ence of the officers, they say, he was so 
enraged that he struck Shway Winga 
severe blow as they were going along 
together. But he will not attempt that 
again very soon, for, as Capt. I. says, if 
they did not lay down the law to him, 
and the consequences he would meet if 


same country!” 


because the interpreter was afraid to tell 
him what they said. They even threat- 
ened him with with the bastinado if 


he ever interfered with Shway Wing, 


every way independent of him. 


Shway Wing as captain — His popularity. 

Shway Wing is now absent, — has 
actually gone to fight the Burmese. He 
left here last Saturday ; — offered to go 
of his own accord, took some fifty men, 
two or three old muskets, and a few das 
(large knives)! He went with the sane- 
tion of the oflicer in command, who, 
however, could not furnish him with 
arms. Br. Abbott tried to dissuade him 
from going unless arms and ammunition 
were furnished him, and says he would 
not be surprised if he was killed, for he 
is no coward. He is but too daring, and 
would be by no means sparing of him- 
self, especially in such a cause as this. 
Still, as br. Abbott said at the time, “ He 
knows what he is about. He has not 
been the son of a chief all his life with- 
out getting some ideas of chieftainship.” 
He thought his intention probably was 
to “set thief to catch thief.” This he 
can do, by collecting some three or four 
hundred Pwo robbers, and they are not 
scarce in these regions. These men, in- 
spired with the idea of fighting against 
the Burmese, with the sanction of the 
English, and fighting, too, for their own 
country, would be a most formidable 
enemy for any equal number of Bur- 
mese that could be found. 

Shway Wing is a noble specimen of 
the Karen, a very amiable man, and 
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much esteemed by all who know him. 
He looks very young, but is not far from 
fifty. He often speaks of the time when 
he alone, of all the Karens in this re- 
gion of country, worshipped the true 
God. I forgot to mention that he is 
head man over the Talings also, and how 
they like his rule may be inferred from an 
incident that occurred here some two 
weeks since. A report somehow got 
about that some interested parties were 
presenting their claims for this office, in 
opposition to Shway Wing, and that they 
were likely to suceced. In truth, they 
were not listened to for amoment. But 
through fear of a change a large com- 
pany of Talings came to us, urging us to 
write for them to the Major, to tell him 
that they wanted Shway Wing and no one 
else for their head man. Even Burmese 
have complained loudly that they could 
not have the same privilege. 

80.—Since the above date we have 
received intelligence of Shway Wing. 
He had succeeded in raising some 400 
men, and 150 muskets. ‘Those who had 
not firearms were armed with spears and 
swords, which had just been drawn from 
Ile did not intend 
to move, however, till he had increased 


their hiding places. 


We have 
recently heard that armed boats and a 
considerable native force were sent from 
Rangoon to Pantanau and were in pur- 
suit of the Burmese. 


his force to 700 or 800 men. 


Roman Catholic visitors —Iliness of Mr. Ab- 
bott. 

Shortly after our arrival here, a com- 
pany of Pwos came who said that they 
were Christians, and were very glad to 
see a teacher; they had given up all 
hope of seeing a teacher since theirs had 
I soon 
found out that they were Roman Catholics. 
One of them was very communicative, 
repeated a portion of their creed and 
sung a hymn in very good style, the 
subject of which was praise to the great 
Creator. All the sentiments were quite 
evangelical, until near the close, when 
Mary came in fora full share of divine 
honors. This man seemed a little suspi- 


been dragged away up to Ava. 
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cious of us, however, and very soon in- 
quired if we were the same as their 
teacher. He said they had no Bible, but 
had other books. Just before leaving 
he made some inquiry about the other 
teacher, the Sgau teacher. Br. Abbott 
was near by. He then ventured to in- 
quire more explicitly, — wanted to know 
where “that teacher Abbott” was. He 
seemed to be taken all aback when br. 
Abbott told him te was the man. He 
hardly knew what to do or say, and 
looked as though he could not credit his 
own senses. He has not been here 
A few boys have been in two or 
three times since. They said that their 
parents were disciples, but did not wor- 
ship now that their teacher was gone ; 
that they could read, but were unable to 
tell what books had been given them; 
they could not read our books. We 
wished them to bring in one, but they 
said they were all lost now. 


since. 


Br. Abbott has been very poorly since 
our arrival, says he knows he is growing 
weaker and weaker every day, and “ was 
rever so weak before.” He has little 
ippetite ; has lost flesh very fast of 
i te, his cough distresses him constantly ; 
snd with frequent derangement of his 
Lowels and other complaints, it must be 
literally true, as he himself says, that he 
hardly knows a moment of freedom from 
pain. 


GERMANY. 


Mr. Oncken has forwarded translations of the 
journals of several brethren engaged in different 
parts of Germany during the past year, from which 
extracts are given illustrative as well of the char- 
acter of their work as of the spirit with which it is 
prosecuted, and the obstacles and encouragements 
they meet. 


JOURNAL OF REY. A. F. REMMERS, 


Mr. Remmers is stationed at Jever in the Grand 
Duchy of Oldenburg, a field the cheering character 
of which was noticed in our last number. 

Sabbath School festival. 

Jan. 1, 1852.—We closed the old year 
and commenced the new one by prayer; 
for this purpose the members of the church 
assembled and the Lord was with us. 
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My wife and I were engaged during 
the forenoon in preparing a little feast 
for our Sabbath scholars. They assem- 
bled with their teachers in the afternoon ; 
about fifty children and many of the 
parents were present, and were highly 
delighted. The examination passed off 
very well, the questions were well an- 
swered and each child received a small 
gift. They then took their seats around 
two large tables and refreshments were 
handed to them, and after singing a 
hymn and prayer they returned home 
full of joy. 

Our dear brethren and sisters who 
have taught in the school have faithfully 
performed their task, and the great God 
has blessed their testimony to the con- 
version of one dear child who is nowa 
member of the church. In other instan- 
ces children have related at home what 
they had heard at school and have thus 
been the means of arresting the attention 
of their parents. A little girl eleven 
years of age was pitied by one of her 
friends, a clergyman’s daughter who is 
allowed to go to balls, &c. “ How sorry 
I am for you!” she said; “you have 
nothing.” “Nothing!” replied the little 
girl. “O, you should go with me to our 
Sabbath school. There we have great 
pleasure, and never get tired of it as you 
sometimes do. For there we learn to 
love the Saviour, and are taught the way 
to heaven where there is joy forever.” 
Such instances encourage us not to weary 
of our work, but to think much and 
highly of the responsibility which we in- 
cur with regard to the culture of these 
young and tender plants. 

In the evening I preached at Mooka- 
sen, where from 150 to 200 persons were 
assembled. All were very attentive, but 
we have hitherto seen no fruit of our 
labors here. 

3.—Conversed with inquirers, sold sev- 
eral bibles and distributed tracts. 


A year’s labors—Christian conversation— 
Testimony of an unbeliever: 
5.—Held a missionary meeting and 
gave a sketch of our labors during the 
past year at Jever and the surrounding 
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stations. Twenty-nine persons have 
been baptized, fifty children have been 
taught at the Sabbath school, 220 bibles, 
500 testaments and 11,000 tracts have 
been distributed. 

9.— Visited the owner of a neighboring 
estate with br. Hinrichs. We were well 
received and conversed long with our 
host, who takes much interest in the 
spread of the gospel. Conducted a meet- 
ing at br. J ’s house. Several 
scoffers were present, but they remained 
pretty quiet. 

26.—Reccived a visit from a Lutheran 
believer who has often kindly entertain- 
ed us and for whom I felt constrained in 
like manner to open my house and heart. 
He loves the Saviour, and our conversa- 
tion was of him who gave himself a ran- 
som for our sins. 

28.—Conversed in br. Hinrichs’ gar- 
den with a citizen of our town, who beg- 
ged me to do all in my power to convert 
his wild son. When I had explained to 
him that conversion is the work of God 
and not of man, he replied, “ True, true, 
but I entreat of you, pray for him, speak to 
him, do what you can,—a father’s bless- 
ing will follow you.” We thus see that 
even unbelievers are aware that there 
lies in the influence of the gospel a pow- 
er greater than in mere education or any 
thing else to resist and overcome sin. 

31.— Conversed with a young man 
who is in a hopeful state of mind and will 
soon, I trust, be added to our church. 

Female missionary association—Sunday 

revellers—Encouragements: 

Feb. 4.—Meeting of the female mis- 
sionary association, composed of sisters 
who have followed the example of their 
Hamburg friends, and have united for 
the sale of bibles and the distribution of 
tracts. They also seck to embrace every 
opportunity of proclaiming the gospel 
verbally where this can be done with 
propriety. Their labors have hitherto 
been blessed. During the last quarter 
of 1851, 140 portions of Scripture and 
660 tracts were circulated. 

On the 6th Mr. Remmers went upon a missionary 


tour to the churches of Oldenburg, Elsfleth, Bremen 
Seefeld and Varel. 


7 
1 
\ 
i" 
i 
t 
7 
Me 
; 
ay 
t 


1853.] 


9.—Went into the country and at the 
request of a farmer visited his daughter 
who was ill. She was much emaciated 
and very weak, but full of a joyful hope 
of life beyond the grave. Visited other 
persons in the neighborhood. 

15.—Conducted a meeting at Schaeze. 
Many unconverted persons were present 
who behaved very well during the ser- 
vice, but at the close one man rose and 
in a loud voice invited the others to come 
to his house in the afternoon and drink 
brandy; it being the custom for the 
farmers here to meet at each other's 
houses alternately every Sunday after- 
noon to drink and smoke. This invita- 
tion was the signal for an uproar. They 
all began to sing noi-y songs, every now 
and then breaking out in the words, 
“ We will never become Quakers!” (so 
they call us.) My voice was drowned 
in the tumult, which lasted until these 
people had left the house and the street, 
when silence was once more restored. 
Preached in the afternoon at Varel. 

16.—Travelled to Seestede, but the 
roads were so muddy as to be almost im- 
passable Arrived however at the house 
of our friends in safety and spent some 
pleasant hours here. 

18.—Br. G accompanied me from 
Seefeld to Buschare. We often sunk 
several feet in the mud, but nevertheless 


reached the place in season to conduct 
a meeting which was well attended. I 
was altogether much rejoiced to find that 
many here are concerned for the salva- 
tion of their souls. At length the Lord 
has made a path in this benighted coun- 
try and caused the light of his holy word 
to illumine the thick darkness. 

19.—Commenced my journey home- 
wards and on my way called at the house 
of a merchant who also keeps an inn. 
Conversed with him and his wife, and to 
my delight found her and her mother to 
be truly pious people. Tears of joy and 
gratitude were in their eyes while we 
spoke of the Saviour, and to me it was a 
wonder to find two believers in this 
moral desert. Preached in the evening 
at Seefeld. 
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Enlargement—Inquirers-—-Christian union. 


29.—Arrived in Jever on the 21st. 
At our church meeting to-day we con- 
ferred on the expediency of enlarging 
our meeting room. Reports were also 
read of the income and expenditure of 
the church, Sunday school, mission, &e. 
Preached in the evening at Rahrdam, 
whither persons from six to eight miles 
distant came to attend the meeting. 

March 1.—Conversed with inquirers 
and received visits from brethren. One 
person applied for baptism and I believe 
he is converted. 

4.—Preached at Schoddt; about 200 
persons assembled. 

5.— Accompanied by a Christian friend 
I visited a Reformed clergyman who 
lives in the vicinity of J-—. My friend 
was a Lutheran, but notwithstanding we 
all held different views on some subjects, 
on one all important—faith in Christ as 
the Redeemer of the world, we were 
united and could heartily rejoice together 
in the good which has become our por- 
tion. 

6.—Circulated bibles and tracts in the 
country round Jever. 

8.—Was visited by a sailor in a very 
hopeful state of mind. He appeared to 
have felt the power of the gospel in his 
soul and now longs to make his salvation 
sure. 

9.—Commenced a missionary tour with 
br. Haese and distributed tracts on the 
way. Some refused them with a con- 
temptuous laugh, others willingly took 
and at once began reading them. Visit- 
ed a widow whose two sons with herself 
have set their faces Zionward. They 
have little intercourse with other Chris- 
tians and were therefore much delighted 
to see us. 

10.— Visited other friends in towns 
and villages through which our road led 
us. Replied to a letter from a Lutheran 
clergyman requesting a supply of tracts. 

12.—A pious captain called on me. 
He had formerly some oflice in the 
Lutheran church, but found it incompat- 
ible with his sense of right to retain it. 
This took place some time ago, before he 
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became acquainted with us. He now 
wishes to be baptized and added to the 
church. 


A baptism—Painful discipline: 

14.—A candidate for baptism was ex- 
amined before the church, and the evi- 
dence being satisfactory he was unani- 
mously received. The account of his 
conversion was highly interesting and 
profitable to us all. In the evening many 
of the members and other spectators as- 
sembled at the side of the water to wit- 
ness the administration of the ordinance. 
I gave a short address; we then sung a 
hymn while I descended with our brother 
into the water. The scene appeared to 
make a deep impression on many. May 


it be blessed to them to the salvation of 


their souls ! 

15.—Conversed with three brethren 
from Essens concerning a disagreement 
that has broken out in the church there. 
With prayer to the Lord for wisdom I 
endeavored to point out to them their 
responsibility both towards the church 
and the world, for that the latter has its 
eyes on us and Satan triumphs when 
discord is found among the children of 
God. The brethren seemed to feel that 
they had acted wrongly, and having 
confessed this to me and promising to do 
the same to the church at Essens, they 
returned home. 


On the 19th Mr. Remmers started upon a mission- 
ary tour to East Friestland, and on the 20th reached 
Weener, where he was pained to find a state of things 
in the church requiring the exercise of discipline. 

21. Lord’s day.—Preached here three 
times, every meeting being well attended. 

22.— Visited brethren living round 
Weener, and conducted a church meet- 
ing at which several members were ex- 
cluded for pernicious error with regard 
to the Sabbath. It was a painful but 
nevertheless a necessary duty. 

23.—Went to Bunson where I visited 
a widowjwho has for several years been 
convinced of the duty of baptism but 
had not courage to act up to her convic- 
tions. I however considered her pious, 
until I now found that she has very much 
persecuted her daughter who was bap- 
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tized lately. Visited Mr. L——, whose 
house is at all times open to us. Con- 
ducted a meeting here, at which rich 
and poor, small and great assembled, and 
the Lord gave me with confidence and 
joy to speak of his name. 

26.— Visited Lutheran believers in 
Weener. They were much concerned 
on account of the recent painful events 
in our church, and I could feel that their 
regrets were sincere. 

27.—Preached at Ihren. The meeting 
was well attended and our hearts were 
warmed in communion with one another 
and with our Lord. Returned to Ween- 
er, where a church meeting was held 
and again several members excluded. 
May the Lord have mercy on his people 
for his name's sake! Proceeded to Leer, 
where I preached, and then went by 
steamboat to Emden, where we have 
three Baptist brethren. There are how- 
ever several persons who regularly at- 
tend our services and are anxiously in- 
quiring for truth. I believe the Lord has 
a large people in this place. 


JOURNAL OF REY. F, WIEHLER. 


Persecution—Preaching in a court of justice. 


In contrast with the freedom of worship and the 
Christian harmony between believers of different 
comuiunions, that appear in the preceding journal, 
we are now introduced to scenes of oppression, 
enacted in the enlightened kingdom of Prussia. 
The Prussian monarch has interposed for the suffer- 
ing Protestants of Tuscany, while his government is 
permitted to persecute Protestants at home,—an 
inconsistency which is one of the fruits of church 
and state connection. Mr. Wiehler is stationed at 
Reetz, near Stettin. 

Feb. 22,1852. Lord's day.—Conducted 
a meeting at Schroonebeck, and adminis- 
tered the Lord’s Supper. 

23-27.—Engaged in visiting members 
of the church and inquirers. 

28.—Went to Stargard to ask advice 
of a Christian friend, a lawyer, concern- 
ing a complaint made against me for 
having held a meeting at Friedrichsfelde. 
Distributed tracts on the way. 

29. Lord's day.—Conducted our usual 


services at Reetz; the evening meeting 
was particularly well attended. 
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March 4.—Went to Stargard to appear 
before the court of justice in obedience 
to a summons. 

5.—At 8 o'clock this morning I was 
introduced with seven others into the 
presence of the judge. I was first called 
upon to relate my conversion to the Bap- 
tist faith, the manner in which I had 
become connected with this sect, and 
who had empowered me to preach. At 
the request of several gentlemen I was 
also urged to state on what points we 
differ from the Lutheran church, and in 
conclusion I was asked the manner in 
which the meeting in question was con- 
ducted. Very gladly I stated my text, 
Acts vii. 16—25, &e., &c., and the Lord 
made good to me his promise, Matt. x. 
19, 20. The court listened attentively 
while I endeavored briefly to improve 
also this opportunity of speaking for the 
Lord. 

When the seven friends had also been 
examined, sentence was pronounced to 
the following effect: “ You are sentenced 
to pay a fine of five dollars, or to impr’s 
onment eight days.” A woman who had 
been forbidden by the lord of the manor 
to permit meetings in her dwelling, and 
who had answered, “ Am I not mistress 
in my own house ?” was fined twenty 
dollars, or in default of payment sen- 
tenced to four weeks’ imprisonment ! 

6.—Travelled to Stettin, where br. 
Gulzau kindly welcomed me. Conduct- 
ed service here on the following day. 

8.—Visited members of the Stettin 
church, and in the evening attended the 
Young Men’s Association. 

9.—Returned to Reetz, taking every 
opportunity to make known the way of 
salvation both verbally and by tracts. 

11.—Went to Arnswalde to fetch a 
passport from the police, but notwith- 
standing that I was provided with the 
best testimonials from the magistrate of 
Reetz, my request was not granted. No 
cause was assigned for this refusal, but 
the actual reason is none other than 
enmity to Jesus Christ and his blessed 
gospel, which I am known to preach. 
Preached in the evening at Reetz. 


Labors by the way—Inquirers—Frovidential 
deviation. 


16.—Having procured a passport from 
the burgomaster of Reetz, who is not 
opposed to our sentiments, I left for 
Meesow and reached the town of Mellen 
sufliciently early to hold a meeting there. 
The attendance was very good. 

17.—Proceeded to Nérenberg, where 
I visited Christian friends and had also 
an opportunity of telling sinners to flee 
from the wrath to come. 

19.—Reached Teschendorf, where sev- 
eral persons who knew me to be a mis- 
sionary came to ask for tracts ; with these 
I conversed and then proceeded to Mee- 
sow, where I arrived late. 

20.—Visited members of the church 
here and conversed with a young girl 
who wished to be received into fellow- 
ship with us. I was however under the 
necessity of urging her to wait, and in 
the mean while to pray for a clearer view 
of the way of salvation. I announced 
my intention to preach both at Schwenin 
and at Meesow, and obtained the neces- 
sary certificate of permission. 

21. Lord’s day.—Conducted the two 
meetings referred to, and was much en- 
couraged by the large number of hearers 
and by the attention and decorum which 
prevailed. 

22.—Started for Freienwalde; went 
unwittingly far out of my way, and was 
happy at length to find shelter in the 
village of Daler. Here I found in many 
a great desire to become acquainted with 
the way of life. My long walk seemed 
not in vain when I saw the group of 
eager listeners around me, many of whose 
hearts the Lord has, as I trust, opened to 
receive the word. At this place I also 
distributed many tracts and received 
invitations to return soon. 


Changes for the better— Dying consolations— 
The living warned. 


23.—Went with br. B—— to Z——, 
from whence br. Zitzke and I were some 
time ago expelled by gensd’armes. Con- 
ducted a meeting here by permission of 
the same authorities who had so recently 
threatened to imprison me. 
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24.—Went to Friedrichsfelde, where 
I had purposed to hold a meeting, but 
the president of police would not grant a 
permission and threatened to arrest me 
as soon as I should make my appearance. 
In order to facilitate his plan, I waited 
upon him immediately on my arrival, 
with the request for permission to preach. 
Behold, the lion had become a lamb. It 
is true, the good man at first persisted in 
his refusal, but in a manner that led me 
to hope that this did not proceed from 
personal opposition to us. I therefore 
persisted also in my petition, and he at 
length yielded and wrote out the neces- 
sary certificate. He then became very 
friendly and we had a long conversation 
on the truths of the gospel. His lady 
who was present seemed much interested. 
They invited me to take coffee with 
them, and the afternoon passed most 
agreeably, and I trust profitably. ‘They 
accepted the tracts I offered. 

25.—Our meeting was not as large as 
I expected. Many persons, fearing that 
they would incur prosecution by attend- 
ing, stayed away. When I was last here, 
and the meeting was dissolved by the 
gensd’armes, 200 persons were present. 

26.—Visited Christian friends in the 
villages through which my way led me. 
At Glambeck conducted a well attended 
meeting, and reached Reetz late in the 
evening. 

28.—Preached twice to my immediate 
charge here and broke bread with them. 
We enjoyed the presence of the Lord. 

29.—At the request of br. Lobinski I 
visited his brother-in-law who is ill. On 
entering the sick room I saw anxiety 
and fear depicted on the countenance of 
the poor man. During our conversation 
I found that he felt the need of a Saviour, 
but had no clear view of the way of sal- 
vation. It was my endeavor to make 
this as plain as possible to him, and I left 
the dying man not without hope that our 
interview would be blessed to him. 

April 1.—The funeral of this man took 
place, and I had an opportunity of speak- 
ing on the shortness of time to a large 
number of persons who had assembled at 
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his grave. The Lord also laid a blessing * 


on our service, for several of those who 

had been at the churchyard called upon 

me the same evening, to make further 

inquiries concerning the way of salva- 

tion. 

Political scruples—Bapti 
Inquirers. 

6.—Applied to the police at Glambeck 
for permission to hold a meeting there 
on the 19th inst. The president however 
seemed to think our meetings to be of a 
political nature, and that on this account, 
as he had heard, neither women nor chil- 
dren were admitted. 1 of course speed- 
ily undeceived him, and he at length 
granted the desired certificate. 

9.—Conducted a morning meeting at 
Reetz and then walked to Glambeck, 
where at the house of a friend a large 
number of persons were assembled to hear 
the word of God proclaimed. The Lord 
gave me joyfully to testify of his name. 
On my way home an opportunity offered 
of speaking seriously to some persons who 
had been merry-making and were now 
singing foolish songs. I told them such 
songs are not sung in heaven, &c., and 
having supplied them with tracts left 
them. 

11. Lord’s day.— Rose at break of 
day, as a baptism was to take place early 
this morning. A large number of spec- 
tators had assembled at the water-side. 
All were very attentive while I gave a 
short address previous to the immersion 
of our sister. After the morning service it 
was my painful duty to inform the church 
that three of our members at Stettin had 
been excluded for applying to a sorceress 
or fortune-teller for information about a 
calf that had been stolen. Thus the joy 
which we felt in receiving one believer 
into our fellowship, was damped by the 
loss of three brethren. Broke bread with 
our aged br. Breetz who is ill. Con- 
ducted the evening service, and later a 
singing meeting. In order to listen to 
the singing many persons assembled in 
the hall of the house. We gave them all 
tracts and invited them to attend our 
services. 


Exclusions 
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13.—Went with br. Weid to Mellen, 
where amidst a good number of hearers 
I was permitted to preach Christ cruci- 
fied. Our friend D , who holds an 
office under government, and who has 
often been warned against permitting 
our meetings to be held at his house, 
nevertheless continues to receive us very 
kindly. 

14.—Visited Christian friends in the 
surrounding country. At the house of 
one of these I met persons who had at- 
tended a few of our meetings and are 
now anxiously inquiring the way of life. 
With these I had a long and interesting 
conversation, and they seemed very 
thankful to have an opportunity of open- 
ing their minds to me. 

16.—Went to Weitonhagen, where I 
called upon Mr. V. D——, who appears 
to be a pious man, but holds peculiar 
views with regard to the Sabbath and 
the ordinances. On my way hither I 
distributed many tracts and twice receiv- 
ed money for them. 

17.—Visited Christian friends and in 
the evening held a meeting on Mr. 
estate. After our service I baptized a 
sister from Friedrichsfelde. 

18. Lord’s day.—After the morning 
service I for the first time commenced a 
Sabbath school here, and trust that the 
Lord will give zeal and perseverance to 
those who take part in this labor of love. 
Preached at Reetz in the afternoon, and 
in the evening at Meesow. At the latter 
place a spirit of inquiry has been awak- 
ened ; many are seeking the Lord, and 
we shall I trust soon see a little band of 
believers there. 

Preaching prohibited—More fruits of the gospel. 

23.—Went to Friedrichsfelde where I 
proposed to hold a meeting in the even- 
ing, but could only obtain permission to 
have it in the day time. Our service 
was very well attended. 

25. Lord's day.—Applied for permis- 
sion to preach ; was told in reply that the 
members of the church might meet for 
mutual edification, but that if strangers 
were admitted the meeting would be 
forthwith broken up. I well knew re- 


sistance in this matter would be useless 
and therefore went to the next place, 
Friedrichstadt, where a few persons as- 
sembled and I addressed a few words to 
them. 

May 2.—Held two meetings at Reetz, 
and examined a person who had applied 
for membership. 

Visited several farmers around Mee- 
sow; some of them have attended our 
services, but it is generally speaking too 
much for their interest to remain in the 
Lutheran church to permit them to ven- 
ture far in search of truth. They are 
very hospitable and kindly received and 
entertained me. 

9.—We assembled early this morning 
on the banks of the river, where I bap- 
tized a girl fourteen years of age who 
had previously, by relating her experi- 
ence and by her blameless walk, given 
evidence of her faith in Christ. Con- 
ducted service at Siligsdorf, addressed 
the children of the Sabbath school, and 
in the evening broke bread with the 
brethren. 

10.—Visited our friends at S., and 
called on an officer who is much opposed 
to us, and has frequently threatened to 
beat the first Baptist that should enter 
his house. My visit however took him 
so much by surprise that he gave me his 
hand in a very friendly manner. I con- 
versed with him, and he. offered no oppo- 
sition. 

11.—Before quitting M. this morning 
I was permitted to see another fruit of 
the gospel. A girl who had been deeply 
affected at our last meeting called upon 
me, and with many tears confessed her 
sinfulness and her desire for pardon and 
peace. I pointed her to the Scriptures 
as the only source of light and wisdom, 
and then prayed with her for the enlight- 
ening influences of the Holy Spirit upon 
her heart. I felt greatly encouraged to 
continue to preach the gospel and with 
more faithfulness and devotedness than 
hitherto. 
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MISCELLANY. 


MADAGASCAR. 


We took occasion a year since,* in con- 
nection with a notice of the death of the 
late Rev. J.J. Freeman, to review the his- 
tory of the mission in Madagascar, the vi- 
olent persecutions by which the progress 
of the truth was sought to be arrested, 
the victory of faith over all these adver- 
sities, and the continued increase of the 
church thus watered by the blood of 
martyrs;—the whole exhibiting a re- 
markable reflex of the sufferings and 
triumphs of the Christian church in its 
first ages. Since then, rumors have 
reached us from time to time of changes 
on the island, favorable or unfavorable, 
but through the cloud that rests down 
upon the scene it is not easy to discern 
clearly the actual position of things. A 
report that the persecuting Queen had 
died, an event which, if authentic, prom- 
ised a cessation of public hostility to 
Christianity, is contradicted. It is sup- 
posed to have originated in the fact of 
the death of her prime minister, who is 
succeeded by his son, reputed to be a 
Christian. Communications with the 
suffering flock are made with extreme 
difficulty. One of the refugees was 
lately sent over from Mauritius to visit 
them, with a supply of Bibles and tracts, 
but was not suffered to land. Some stir 
has been noticed on the island, indicating 
a new movement, — new flags were pre- 
paring, — but what it all means cannot 
beconjectured. Things could hardly be 
worse than they have been ; it is allowed 
us to hope that a change for the better 
impended. We are happy to be assured 
that the church has enjoyed at least a 
temporary season of rest. 

A letter from three Christians in the 
interior of Madagascar, transmitted with 
great secrecy to Mauritius, has been re- 
ceived in London, and is published in 
the Evangelical Christendom. It contains 
a brief but affecting recital of the events 
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of several years, and testifies to the 
strength of faith that is able to endure 
such fiery trails. It is dated, “ Antanan- 
arivo, 17th Asombala (March), 1852. 


“ We come to tell you what we dohere 
for the word of God. We were per- 
secuted on the 10th of Malahamady, 
1846. Nine had to take the Tangena, 
of whom one died; two others escaped 
by flight; and ten had their hands tied 
behind their backs. The Word of God 
multiplies more and more every day, and 
the number of Christians is constantly in- 
creasing. Three years were they thus tied, 
when they, their wives, their children, 
and all they possessed, were sold. ‘They 
themselves were condemned to perpet- 
ualslavery. The wives and children of 
those who had escaped were also sold. 
Six months after this, (1849 or 1850,) 
there arose another great persecution, — 
the Christians then numbered about 
three thousand. Fourteen were thrown 
over the precipice, and four were burnt 
alive ; two escaped, eight were thrust 
into prison, one-half of them had their 
families sold and their property also; the 
majority of them were fined a dollar 
each, and the officers were reduced to 
the rank of common soliiers. Among 


| the officers thus reduced was Prince 


Ramansamannana, honor. 
ever great the persecution, the Word of 
God still increased, by the power of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

“From that time persecution has 
ceased until now. What grieves us most 
is, that we have nota suflicient number 
of Bibles, spelling books and tracts. 
The Prince, since 1845, when he was 
converted by the Word of God, has spent 
all his private property in relieving the 
wants of the Christians and poor gen- 
erally, without exception. As soon as his 
mother heard that he was a believer in 
the Word of God, she refused to give 
him any more money for his own ure or 
pleasure. If you could send him some 
money, Rakotondradama would feel much 
obliged, and would employ the same in 
secret for benevolent purposes; for you 
English are our fathers and mothers, to 
teach us what is good for soul and body 
in spiritual and temporal things. The 
Prince has given us his private marks 
(crosses) to take with us to ‘Tamatave, 
and by which you may know that we 
are empowered to receive your answer to 
this letter. The Prince is very much at- 
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tached to the truth, but keeps the con- 
tents of this letter secret for us three 
alone, who have received the crosses or 
marks of trust, who know what is in it 
and have power to act in this affair. For 
you yourselves know why we act thus 
secretly ; it is on account of the dark- 
ness that reigns around us here. 

“ In fine, we salute the whole church of 
Christ, and ask of you all to pray for us, 
and that God would please to enlighten 
our country, read 2 Thess. iii. 1, 2; 1 
Thess. (?) xv. 30, 31 ; Col. iv. 3.” 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN INDIA. 


We find in the London Missionary 
Herald, some statements and incidents 


Scriptures in India, illustrative of the 
life-giving power of the word of God, 
and adapted to strengthen the hands of 


were displeased. 
connected with the distribution of the | 
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agency, a brahmin is mentioned, who 
called some years ago and solicited a 
copy of the bible. It subsequently ap- 
peared that he renounced his idols, read 
the Scriptures habitually, and made them 
and the God they reveal his constant 
theme. A more remarkable instance is 
that of a goldsmith, who was conversed 
with by a native preacher on the con- 
cerns of his soul and received a copy of one 
of the gospels. He read it to his rela- 
tives, and as the result, himself, his 
mother and four brothers are members 
of a Christian church. A Brahmin of 
Purneah some years ago obtained a gos- 
pel which he read diligently. His family 
IIe then deposited it 
with a neighbor and read it with him. 


| He was convinced of the truth and de- 


One or two of these were cited in our | 


last volume (p. 439). 
the report that the distributions for five 
years ending with 1851 amounted to 222,- 
769; which, added to those previously 
put in circulation, make a total of 609,- 
906 copies of the word of God or portions 
of it issued from the Baptist Mission 
press up to the present year. 

The plan on which the Scriptures are 
distributed is not uniform, but depends 
on the discretion of individual mission- 


ticular circumstances. A missionary in 


Patna, being familiarly known to many | 


of the people, states that he commonly 
gives small portions at first, and on re- 
ceiving evidence that their centents are 
known gives larger books. It has some- 
times happened that the same book goes 
from hand to hand and is thus studied by 
several persons. To prevent the solici- 
tations of those who procured books 
merely to destroy them, he set a small 
price on them. Very few would pur- 
chase the privilege of showing their mal- 
ice, and to those who were able to give 
a good account of books formerly receiv- 
ed, others were given gratuitously. 


Among the examples of beneficial and 
saving results effected by this species of 


It appears from | 
ppears irom | whom I came to the mela. 


sired to become a disciple of Christ. 


. | After along time he fou ission- 
those who are laboring for its diffusion. | or lang be fund Go 


aries at a festival and immediately said : 
“T have found the people in quest of 
Now I am 
ready to follow any advice you may give 
me. I am prepared to become the Lord’s 
disciple. As it is written that people 
were baptized in Jordan, so do to me. 
There is plenty of water in the Ganges, 
do not delay.” Desirous of further con- 
ference with him before complying with 


_ his request, they detained him two days; 
/ on the third he left them for a short 


| time, promising to return immediately. 
aries and is doubtless varied to suit par- | >] © —- 


“Tie went, but we saw no more of him, 
from which we fear that his relatives 
took him away home by force. He 
was a very meek and quiet person. 
May the Lord have mercy on him and 
support him !” 

It is undoubtedly true that in distrib- 
uting books to the extent it is practised 
in India, much seed is sown by the way- 
side and snatched away by fowls of the 
air, much is wasted upon rocky places 
and much more choked by the thorns 
whose growth thickly covers the soil. 
But some falls, here and there, upon 
good ground and bears fruit unto eternal 


life. 
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MISSIONARY UNION. 


THE DEPUTATION. 


The deputation to Asiatic missions, at 
our latest intelligence, Dec. 3d, were at 
Alexandria, on their way to Madras. They 
met in London and travelled by different 
routes across the Continent, — Mr. Granger 
through France, visiting Dr. Devan at 
Lyons, and Dr. Peck through Germany, di- 
rect to Trieste, and thence to Athens, visit- 
ing the Greek Mission,—and once more 
came together on board the Alexandria 
steamer at Corfu, Nov. 29th. We hope to 
present at some length, in our next number, 
the Foreign Secretary’s account of the 
Greek mission, as he observed it, of which 
he speaks in the language of strong and 
grateful interest. ‘ My visit here,” he says 
in a brief note from the Piraeus, ** has been, 
personally, all and more than I anticipated ; 
and officially, has confirmed my most favor- 
able conceptions and lightened my misgiv- 
ings,—I would say, rather, has removed 
these. I shall now be able to say that which 
I know, and testify that which I have seen.” 


RECENT INTELLIGENCE, 
Germany. 

The work at Elberfeld, of which some 
account appeared in the last number, has 
gone forward with a power unlooked for by 
the most sanguine. Mr. Oncken 
obliged to return to Hamburg early in No- 
vember, after baptizing twelve persons, the 
nucleus of what it is hoped may become a 
strong church, sent Mr. Kobner to Elber- 
feld, and in about two weeks received from 
him a letter in which he says: ‘ Never 
could I have believed, unless witnessed with 
my own eyes, that the Lord had himsclf 
prepared so many minds for a secession 
from the national church, and for baptism.” 
Mr. Oncken writes, Dec. 9: ‘ From two 
letters received from him [Mr. K6bner,] it 
appears that thus far everything has gone 
well, and that the Lord has fulfiled our 
most sanguine expectations. Twelve other 
believers have been immersed by br. Kébner, 
the meetings for preaching are well at- 
tended, and the prospects most encourag- 
ing. Butas br. Kobner is not a native of 
Prussia, and as the police is once more in- 
vested with sovereign power, he may be sent 
out of the Prussian territories without a 
moment’s warning. We hope and pray the 
Lord will not permit this, but we must be 
prepared for all casualties.” 


being 


The hostility of several German govern- 
ments to the Baptist churches has broken 
out with new energy. * I regret to say,”’ Mr. 
Oncken writes, Noy. 17, “that the perse- 
cutions in Prussia are far from being re- 
strained. Every branch of our missionary 
efforts is called to the test. Two of our harm- 
less and useful Sunday schools have been 
recently closed, at Breslau and at Memel. 
Br. Straube, [of Breslau,] has twice appealed 
to the authorities in this matter, but in vain. 
In Breslau, I fear it is the spirit of popery 
which has led to such an unjust measure, 
and at Memel, that of the Protestant clergy 
of the national church. The spirit of the 
the 
the same, in all ages and in all commnu- 


priesthood in so-called ‘church’ is 
nions enlisted under the governments of 
this world.” 
| letter from Mr. Bolzmann, dated Hanover, 

Novy. 1, 1852, communicating 
| tails of persecution in Backeburg, Hesse 
| and Westphalia. A of brethren 
and sisters, for declaring that they could 
unit- 
been 


He sends a translation of a 


de- 


some 
number 
from 


not conscientiously abstain 


ed devotional services,” have 
demned to imprisonment for four weeks, 


and one sister was sentenced for six weeks, 


con- 


because she refused to disclose where they 
had last celebrated the Lord’s Supper. They 
were allowed fourteen days in which to en- 
ter an appeal to the government, or to the 
clemency of the sovereign. (In which of 
the three these 
events took place, does not appear.) In his 
letter of Dec. 9, Mr. Oncken remarks: 
** Persecution is increasing on every hand, 
but we are not dismayed, for in the midst 
of it all we see God’s work prospering. I shall 


sovercignties named, 


as early as possible give youa detailed ac- 


count of some of the severe measures again 
ane 
| hostility of the clergy against us has no 
| bounds, but Iam certain the day is not far 
distant when their anti-christian 
borrowed from the secular power, will be 
destroyed, root and branch, forever.” 


| inflicted on some of our brethren. 


power, 


DONATIONS. 
RECEIVED IN December, 1852. 


Maine. 


Waldo Asso., Daniel Merrill tr., 
4.25; Knox, ch. 2.75; Eliza 
Cushman 5) ets. ; Sarah Foster 
50 cts. ; Abner Bumps 1 ; 


9.00 


Kennebec Asso. : West Sidney, ch., 
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Rev. A. W. Cummings & wife 4 ; 
Julia F. Chapman (“aged 6 
ears”) 06 cts.; ——— Ward 
15 ; per Rev. H. C. Estes, agt., 
Cumberland Asso.: Auburn, John 
Briggs, per Kev. Hl. C. E., agent, 
Bowdoinham Asso, Greene, 
per Key. H. C. E., agent, 

Hancock Asso. : Hancock, Ist ch., 
“ F. W. Baptists & Friends 6; 
Qi ch. 2.55; Franklin ch., D 
Springer 1; Bluehill, Istch. 34; 
Sullivan, ch., Rev. R. Y. Watson 
2; Trenton, lst ch. 23.76; Miss. 
Sew. Circle 7; East Trenton, ch. 
8.67; with other dona.’s to cons. 
Luther G. Philbrook L. M., per 
Rev. H. C. E. agent, 

Washington Asso.: Cherryfield, 
ch., per Rev. HL. C. E. agent, 

York Asso. : Acton, a friend, per 
Rev. H. C. E. agent, 

Bethel, ch. 10; Buckfleld, ch. 50 
cts.; Harrison, ch. 11.50; Can- 
ton Sew. Circle 1.37; Sumner, 
ch. 10.02; Livermore, Ist ch. 
9.25; A. Chandler]; Mrs. Par- 
sons 50 cts. ; Rockland, Ist ch. 
25; per Rev. N. Butler agent, 

Cherrytield, Mrs. J. Johnson 2; 
Mrs. R. C. Campbell 50. ets. ; 
Mrs. J. Thompsoa 5) cts. ; Mra. 
A. Lawrence c.; Mra. Brown 
cta.; Mrs. Wm. Small 
eta. ; Mrs. D. Small 25 ets. ; Mra, 
J. Small 25 cts. ; Mrs. BE. Leigh- 
ton 25 cts.; Mrs. I. Willey 25 

Mrs. 0. Willey 25 cts. ; 

Mrs. 8S. Colson 25 cts.; Mra, 

Wm. Todd 1.30; Mrs. A. M. 

Colson 20 ets. ; Mrs, Johnson's 

Bible Class 50 cts. ; North Liv- 

ermore, Samuel M. Robinson 1; 

Brooklin Fem. Miss. Soc., Sarah 

York tr, 21; Nobleboro’, Ist 

ch. 10.39; Belfast, Mra. 8. M. 

Carleton 5; Portland, a friend 

8; Wiscasset, John Sylvester 15; 

Patten, ch., Jacob Sanders clerk, 

18; Warren, ch. 33; mon. con. 

35; per D. McCallum tr. 


6.81 


84.98 
11.71 
1.00 


149.39 


New Hampshire. 


Bradford, Benj. Smith 180 ; Keene, 
ch. 16.50; per Rev. E. A, Cum- 
mings agent, 

North Londonderry, Rev. 8. 8. 
Leighton, for Burman Mission, 
per Key. E. Savage agent, 

Dublin, a young lady (deceased, ) 
per Mandoro M. Shattuck 


196.50 


Vermont. 


State Convention, per Rev. E. A. 
Cummings agent, 

Thetford, Silas Follet 100; Bur- 
lington, ch. 8; Waterbury, ch. 
7; Huntington, John Work 1; 
Mrs. E. B. Work 80 cts. ; Mrs. 
Mary Firman 20 cts. ; Whiting, 
ch. 6; 


86.00 


123.00 


Massachusetts. 


Worcester Asso., II. Ayres tr., 

Wachuset Asso. 100.91 ; New Bed- 
ford, 24 ch. 1.41; Rev. J. Gird- 
wood 5; Cash5; per Rev. E. 
A. Savage agent, 

Conway, ch. 5.39; Westfield, ch. 

Holyoke, ch. 8; Chicopee, 
Central ch. 26.88; per Rev. E. 
A. Cummings agent, 

Salem, “A friend to Missions” 
1000; Plymouth, Ladies’ Miss. 
Soc. 34; Chelsea, ch.,8 Bryant 

tr., to cons. Enoch H. Wakefield 


97.59 


112.32 


43.27 


Donations. 


159.00 


L. M., 100; East Bridgewater, 
a friend of Missions 1; Chicopee, 
Mary E. Durfee, for Karen Mis- 
sion, 2; Florida, avails of needle 
work by the late Mrs. Freelove 
Drury 3.32 ; South Reading, ch. 


50; Southwick, Rev. Alfred 
Gates 5; West Dedham, ch., 
Otis B. Whiting tr., 75 cts. ; 


Sudbury, Levi Goodnough 10; 
Westboro’, Mrs. L. M. P. Cush- 
ing, for sup. of Joseph W. Par- 
ker in Karen Normal Sch. 
5; South Braintree, 8. 8. 6; 
Heath, Mra. Maxwell 1; Miss 
Mary M. 50 cts. ; Mr. Chapin 1; 
Rev. Jas. Clark 50 cts. ; West 
Wrentham, 8. Sch. 350; per 
Geo. B. Peck, tr. of Providence 
Bap. Asso., 


Rhode Island. 


State Convention, V. J. Bates, tr. : 


Providence, lst ch., mon. con. 
100; Fourth ch., Geo. B. Peck, 
tr., tocons. Mrs. Martha G. Smith 
L. M., 100; 


Pawtucket, M. W. 8. 


Connecticut. 


East Lyme, Calvin 8. Manwaring, 


to educate a child of his name 
in Assam Orph. Sch., 25; Water- 
ford, Ist ch. 1; Groton Bank, ch. 
0.4; New London, Huntington 
St. ch. 69.43 ; T. Potter, for Sa- 
long Miss., 20; to cons. Thomas 
Potter L. M. New London, Ist ch. 
60; 2d ch. 14; Jason Beckwith 
5; Isaac Fearing 1; Gurdon 
Bishop 1; Jonathan Smith 2; 
Samuel P. Smith 2; Ezra Beck- 
with 5; Norwich, Ist ch. 11.45 ; 
per Rev. E. Savage, agent, 


Norwich, Central ch., Mrs. Park- 


hurst’s 8. 8. class, for sup. of 
Fidelia F. Parkhurst in Mrs. 
Vinton’s Sch., 12; Lebanon 


Springs, “a few Misses” 60 cts. ; 


New York. 


Brooklyn, Central ch., to cons, 


John KR. Stelle L. M., 100; Arm- 
strong Juv. Miss. Soc., for Mrs. 
Jewett’s Sch. Nellore, per Miss. 
M. J. Smith tr., 20; Buffalo, 
Niagara Square ch., Mrs. Han- 
nah Love 6; Rochester, German 
ch. 6; New Lisbon, ch. 31.34; 
Killawog, Cyrus Salisbury 1; 
St. Lawrence Miss. Conv., M. G. 
Peck tr., 20 ; Ripley, ch. 8. Rev. 
J. C, Stoddard and family 10 ; 
Braman’s Corner, Miss C. Quick 
6) cts. ; Bergen, E. F. Hubbard 


1 
Pike, Rey. C. M. Fuller, per Rev. 


J. F. Wilcox, agent, 


Lake George Asso., Caleb Smith, 


tr.: Ticonderoga, ch. 5 ; Schroon 


ch. 5; 


Saratoga Asso. : Clifton Park, ch., 


per Rev. O. Dodge, agent, 


Hudson River North Asso.: F. C. 


Dedrick 2; C. Green 1; Ron- 
dout, ch. 19; Rosendale, ch. 
15.81 ; Saugerties, ch. 7; Kings- 
ton, ch. 44; D. L. Wells5; with 
other dona.’s to cons. Andrew 
Near L. M. Hudson, ch. 34.06; 
Athens, ch. 22.35 ; A. Van Deboe 
10 ; Russell Forsyth 10; T. M. 
Burt, to cons. hims. L. M. 100; 
Cohoes, ch. 16.33 ; Catskill, ch., 
to cons. Philip Barnum L. M. 
100 ; per Rev. O. D. agent, 
Franklin Asso.: Oneonta, ch.6 ; 
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West Meredith, James H. Gra- 
h um, to cons. himself L. M. 100 ; 
per Rev. 0. D. agent, 

St phentown Asso.: East Hills- 
dale, ch. 19.42; J. W. Lewis 1; 
Armilla Lewis 1; per Rev.O D. 


agent, 

Dutchess Asso.: North East, ch. 
21; Martin E. Wiochell 20: Asa 
Thompson 4; Geo. Reckwith 3; 
J.J. Wright 3; Benj. Palmer 5; 
Sarah H. Canfield 20; John 
Humphreys 3; Susan Lewis 1 ; 
P. K. Sackett 3; with other 
dona’s to cons. Martin E. Win- 
chell L. M. America, ch, 26.75; 
Dover Plains, ch. 61.25; Pine 
Plains, ch. 7.50; Lydia L. Win- 
chell 75: Cornelius Husted, to 
cons. himself L. M., 100; Red 
Hook, ch. 11; per Rey. 0. D., 
agent, 


New Jersey. 


Middletown, ch., to cons. Mrs. 
Jane Stout L. M., 100 ; Frechold, 
ch. 10.68; Burlington, Mrs. J. 
M. Tage 1.25; per Rev. J. F. 
Wilcox, agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia, Fourth ch., C. A. 
Wilson tr. (25 of which is Mrs. 
J. Taylor's * 4th instalment for 
sup. of Alexander Taylor in Mr. 
Bronson’s sch. Assam”) 150 ; 
Smithfield, ch. 36.44; 8. Sch., 
for Mr. Knapp's Sch., Akyab, 9; 
Wellsboro’, ch., mon. con. 12; 
Braintree, Mrs. Huldah Gregory 
4; Pitt-burgh, Miss Anna L. 
Vernon 3; Eaton, Thomas Mit- 
chell 1; 

Reading ch. mon. con 10 ; 8. Sch. 
10; per Rev. J. F. Wilcox, ag’t, 


Delaware. 


Wilmington, 24 ch., to cons. 
William B. Sharp L, M., 


Ohio. 


Cincinnati, William D. Emerson 8; 
Greentown, ch. 5; Mt. Vernon, 
Rev. J. B. Sackett 1.60 ; Antrim, 
ch. 8; Salem, ch. 3.25; 8S. A. 
Owen 1.50; Benj. Wharton 4; 
Zanesville, Market St. ch., John 
Greaves tr., mon. con. 30; Fow- 
Jer’s Mills, Miss Miller 20c. ; 
Cherry Vulley; Miss. Jeanette 
West 3, 

Grand River Asso., E. W. Hickok, 


tr., 


Indiana. 
Terre Haute, ch. 


Illinois. 


Woodburn, ch. 10 10 ; Brookfield, 
& Horatio Benton 2 ; Steuben, ch. 


6; 

Springfield Asso.: Decatur, ch., 
per Kev. J. D. Cole, agent, 

Rock River Asso.: Rockford, ch., 
a few members 12.90; Belvidere, 
ch., to cous. Rev. Charles H. 
Roe L. M., 102.25; per Rev. J. 
D.C. agent, 

Fox River Asso.: Plainfield, ch. 

, 2.50; Sew. Svc. 5.25; Bristol, 
ch., James McClellan, to cons. 
himself L. M., 100; Kaneville, 
ch. 6; Chicago lst ch. 90.71; 8. 

107.87 ; Inf. class 22.44; to 


- Donations. 


105.00 

21.42 

855.50 
— 1156.31 
111.93 

215.44 

20.00 
— 235.44 
100.00 

64.55 

40.50 
— 95.05 
2.50 

17.10 

19.00 

115.15 


cons. Jesse B. Thomas L, M., 
per Rev. J. D. ©. agent, 

Chicago Asso. : St. Charles, ch., 
mon. con., per Rev. J. D.C. 
agent, 

M’Lean Asso. : Versailles, ch. 3; 
Clinton, ch. 5; per Rev. J.D. 
C, agent, 


Michigan. 


Stony Run, Rev. Thomas Lowden 
1; Mrs. Lowden 1; Pipestone, 
Wm. Boughton 2; 

Michigan General Convention, 
Rey. E. H. Hamlin tr. pro tem., 
for circulation of the Bible in 
Burmah, per Rey. J. D. Cole, 
agent, 3).10 

Michigan Asso.: Detroit, Ist ch. 8. 

Sch., for sup. of Rollin K. Smith 

in Assam Orph. Sch., 25; 
Pontiac, ch., Rev. A. 
4.66; Macomb, ch. 4.89; Troy, 
ch. 10; St. Clair, ch. 2; 
other dona’s to cons. Rev. Alfred 
Handy L. M., per Rev. J. D. C. 
agent, 

Wayne Asso. : Northville ch., per 
Rev. J. D. C. agent, 

Washtenaw Asso. : Dexter ch., per 
Rev. J. D. C. agent, 

Kalamazoo Asso, ; Kalamazoo, ch. 
158 ; Keneegeeshqua (Indian 
Sister) 50c.; per Rev. J. D. C. 
agent, 

Jackson Asso.: Rev. M. Edwards 
2; Albion, ch, mon. con. 6.54; 
South Jackson, ch., Rev. D. 
Peck 5 ; per Rev. J. D. C. agent, 

St. Joseph River Asso. : Coldwater, 
ch., mon. con,, per Rey. J. D. C. 
agent, 
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1.75 
148 


2.08 


13.4 


6.50 


Wisconsin. 


Racine Asso.: Raymond ch., per 
Rev. J. D. Cole, agent, 

Walworth Asso. : Beloit, Mrs. 
Davis, per Rey. J. D. C., agent, 

Lafayette Asso.: Lancaster, ch. 
5; mon. con. 6; per Rev. J. D. 
C. agent, 

Wisconsin Convention, Ann. Coll., 
per Rev. J. D. ©, agent, 

Waukesha, ch. 


2.30 


10.00 


7.66 
17.95 


Indian Territory. 
Ottawa, ch., John T. Jones. 


In Foreign Countries. 


Greek Mission ch., Eight mon. con. 
German Mission. The Prussian 
churches. 00 


Legacy. 
Sedgwick, Me., Estate of Richard 
Allen, per Rev. H. C. Estes, 
agent, 


[February, 1853 


492.52 


106.00 


88 6 


10.00 


85.00 


$5,162.00 


Total from April Ist to Dec. 31, $41,639.01. 


Donations in Clothing and Goods. 


Boston, Ms., South Bap. Sewing 
Circle, 1 box clothing for Mrs. 
N. Brown, 

Philadelphia, Pa. a Friend, 1 box 
dried fruit for Rev. J. Dawson , 

do., David Jayne, 


M. D., 4 boxes medicines for 
Maulmain Karen Mission, 


$67.00 
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